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The purpose of this research was to study formats, contents and structural factors
determining formats and contents of Community Radio programme of Radio Thailand
Broadcasting Station in Nan province. It also aims to study the participatory process of the
community to discover common needs in determining formats, contents and operational
procedure of the Community Radio programme. This research was a study through a
qualitative method covering in-depth interviews, textual analysis, non-participate observation
and participatory action research workshops in three communities of Nan province.

The study reveals that the formats are magazine and outdoor programme. The
contents emphasize to local news, agricultural tips, occupation, health, environment
education, local culture, laws and economy. Two structural factors determining formats and
contents are : 1) Internal factor include a policy of Public Relations Department, budget and
personnel of the station 2) External factor include geography, population, culture, occupation,
religion, economy, society, and ways of life.

The study of community member participatory reveals that listeners participate by
telephone calls and letters. They also involve in every step from determining daily topics to
programme producing and broadcasting. Whereas the participation in determining policy on
Community Radio management is decided by the management committee of “Khon Muang
Nan Community Radio Club” for the members to carry out within a framework set by
committee itself.

As for the participatory to find out the common needs of community people through
Participatory Action Research (PAR), the-research finds.out that the formats and contents of
current broadcasting programmes response well to the needs of Nan people. But people want
to participate more in setting up the committee, budget, and location selection through

representatives from each community.
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