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This research aims at studying subject search behavior of King
Mongkut's Inetitute of Technology Lardkrabang students at the card catalog
in terms of characteristics of words, steps, time, problems and obstacles |

and at the shelves in terms of bring. to search data, steps, time, problems

and obstacles.

The research was done by interviewing a sample group of 150 students.
It was found that at the card éatalbg; 53.34% of the students used free terme
rather than controlled vocabulary, 52.64% came up with worde with the
meanings equivalent to the subject matters of their eearch, and 37.71% found
words with broader meanings than the subject matters of their search. In terms
of headings, 83.11% of the students used main headinge whereas 16.89% used
sub-headings. Each etudent could find an average of 3.28 booke needed. The
higheat number of fifty students (33.33%) ‘spent less than five minutes in
their search. At the shelves, it was found that 74.65% of the students used
titles of books, 52.05% used classification cumbers. In getting access to
book-shelves, 83.33% read classification labels placed at the shelves, 51.33%
‘read the book titles. 81.34% of the students found the books needed and chose
them for use at an average of 1.57 books for each person. 70.38% of the = ..
titles of the books chosen were found through subject cards, whereas 29.16%
were the title of the books searched through book-shelves. 66.39% of the
students choee the book titles equivalent to the words used in their first
search. The highest number of thirty-seven students (24.66%) spent 6-10
minutes in their search. Probleme and obstacles in the students' search for
books were related to how the shelves were arranged and how books wére placed
on the shelves (31.13%), and to the uee of subject headings (26.01%). Most

of the students (68.66%) were moderately successful in their search.
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