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## 3972404428: MAJOR JOURNALISM

KEY WORD: NEWSPAPERS/PROCESS OF DRAFTING THE CONSTITUTION
B.E. 2540 |
ORAPIN TRIAMORNLERT : THE NEWSPAPERS REPORTING
ON THE PROCESS OF DRAFTING THE CONSTITUTION
B.E. 2540. THESIS ADVISOR: DUANGKAMOL
CHARTPRASERT, Ph.D. 144 PP, ISBN 974-333-932-9

The objective of this research is to assess the contribution of daily
newspapers on the country’s political development through their reporting on the
process of the Constitution B.E. 2540 drafting. Thaipost, Thairat, Kaosod and Matichon
circulated during 26 December, 1996 — 27 September, 1997 were content analyzed to
exarnine the amoﬁnt of the coverage, issues presented, presentation style, sources and the
role of newspapers reflected from the reporting.. |

The findings are as follows:

1. Topics most often covered were criticizing the content of .the Constitution, the
Constitution Drafting Committee, the political parties and groups’ standing point, the policy
on and the reaction toward the Constitution drafted as well as progression and consequences
of the event.

e As quality newspapers, Thaipost and Matichon played a more active role than the
other two quantity newspapers, Thairat and Kacsod, in educating the ‘public. They
emphasized more on explaining the content of the constitution, the significance of the
constitution drafting and of the political revolution.

3. The role most often performed by the four newspapers was to be public arena,
followed by inform, to educate and to urge for public participation.

4. Their major news sources were politicians especially those from the Opposite
parties, followed by Constitution Drafting Committee, Non-Govemnmental Organizations and

Government Parties respectively.
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