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##4180205722: MAJOR THAI

KEY WORD: thammay / SEMANTICS / PRAGMATICS / INDIRECT SPEECH ACT/ POLITENESS
STRATEGY / DISCOURSE MARKER |
SIRILUCK HOONSRINGAM : A SEMANTIC AND PRAGMATIC STUDY OF THAI
SENTENCES WITH ‘thammay’. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSIST. PROF. PEANSIRI
VONGVIPANOND, Ph.D. THESIS CO-ADVISOR : NATTHAPORN PANPOTHONG,
Ph.D. 124 pp. ISBN 974-03-0225-4

This study aims at examining the semantic and pragmatic meaning of sentences with the word
thammay in the sentence-initial and sentence-final positions. It also investigates the relationship

between the position and the meaning of thammay.

The study shows that the sentence with thammay in the sentence-initial position focuses on
the “cause”, or a factor which motivates an event. The sentence with thammay in the senfence-final
position focuses on the “purpose”, or a factor which is a consequence of an event. This is an indication
of iconicity between syntax and meaning ; however, the sentence with thammay at the beginning of the
sentence can also be interpreted as‘ focusing on purpose, when the purpose is taken as a motivation of an

event.

Pragmatically, sentences with thammay can be used to carry seven indi_rect speech-acts :
advice, request, order, blaming, dispute, complaint and admiration. thammay is deliberately used in
these utterances in order to convince the listener that there are certain reasons involved in making these
utterances and there is room for argument. However, m performing these acts, there is a risk of
mmpoliteness ,depending on the degree of assertiveness implied. In addition, the word thammay is
found to be used as a single turn constructional unit, signifying a challenge or a regret, this means that
thammay can also function as a discourse marker. When used as a discourse marker, thammay exhibits

the usual phonological variations found in most discourse markers.
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“A language consists, however, not only of an inventory of (admiitedly)
arbitrary roots, but of a system of grammatical rules for combining these roots

10 express complex concepts.”
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“There are respects in which hinguistic representations are exactly what
they seem to be, and there are respects m which human languages are like
diagrams of our perceptions of the world, corresponding with them as well
(oras pooriy) as other diagrams do in general .”
(Haiman, 1985 : 3)
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“meaning in Pragmatics is defined relatively to a speaker or user of

the language whereas meaning in semantics is defined purely as.a property
of expressions in a given language, in abstraction from particular situations,

speaker, or hearers.”
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