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This thesis intends to contruct Carol Gilligan's concept of autonomy in an ethics of care.
Contrasted with traditional ethical theory, especially Kantian concept of autonomy which is
based on rational nature of human being, Gilligan's concept of autonomy is based on centext
and relationship, i.e., self-critical autonomy. This concept of autonomy surpasses dichotomies
of rationality-emotionality, universality-particularity and impartiality-bias by using 'psychological
logic'. In surpassing those dichotomies, Gilligan's ethics of care redefines the concept of
impartiality by employing what she terms the 'method of truth'. The conclusion of this research
is that self-critical autonomy is a valid concept that can have moral value and 'impartial' view of
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k Gerald Dworkin, Theory and Practice of Autonomy (Cambridge : Cambridge University
Press, 1989), pp. 9-10. ﬁnﬂ“ﬁammﬁ'j'} “..there is no single conception of autonomy but that we
have one concept of autonomy and many conception of autonomy..., a centain idea of persons as
self-determining is shared by very different philosophical notion... "
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means, but always at the same time as an end.”
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are not my questions. Instead, my questions are about our perceptions of realtiy and truth: how we
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dissociation that required the creation of an inner division or psychic split.”
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of Morals,” in- The Moral Law, trans. H.J. Paton (London: Hutchinson University Library, 1969), pp. 66-
67.

° Lawrence Kohlberg, “The Child as a Moral Philosopher,” in Vice & Virtue in Everday Life:
Introdution Readings in Ethics, eds. Christina Sommers and Fred Sommers, 2" ed. (San Diego:
Harcourt Brace Javanovich, 1989), p. 507. mn“iTam’mﬁd'l “”1. We often make different decisions and
yet have the same basic moral values. 2. Our values tend to originate inside ourselves as we process
our social experience. 3. In every culture and subculture of the world, both the same basic moral
values and the same steps toward moral maturity are found. Although social environments directly

produce different specitic beliefs (for example, smoking is wrong, eating pork is wrong), they do not
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engender different basic moral principles (for example, ‘consider the welfare of others,” ‘treat other
people equally,” and so on). 4. Basic values are different largely because we are at diffferent levels of
maturity in thinking-about basic moral and social issues and concepts. Exposure to others more mature
than ourselves helps stimulate maturity in our own value process.” Iﬂi@l@lfﬁoaﬁnﬁ 10 WUsznay
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