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iEnwronmental factors, such as weather and geographical conditions, social, cultural, and :ech.nologncal
factors, haye had a major part in characterizing the design of traditional Thai architecture, Among these, the
technologicial variable held to be the most significant factor leading to a sndden change in modern construction and
design. Nm{r, architects have valued the meaning of Thai a.rchitecture in helping to shape the modern Tha.i characteristc
for rcsndcnﬁal architecture; this has occurred amidst a current trend of applying some features of conventional Thai
archnecrure{ to modem ones as a part of plan to pass on mvaluable Tlm culture to next generations. Over past a decade,
many havelbeen brought to attention towards creating architectural design as can be scen that the Association of
Siamese A{ichitects Under Royal Patronage (ASA) hes awarded several houses rich in the styles of modern Thai
character. B:uilding a house similar to the award-winning house has tgntatively revolved around using long-established
Thai architc{ctural characteristic, based on materials used and technological advancement.

I

}

:Serious thoughts bave been givep to theories and works in line with modern Thai character for residential
architccmrc% based on the model of the award-winning houses, and with it 2 questionnaire about the attitudes toward the
modern Ths: character for residential architecture a.nd its development among architects, building dwellers, the award
commmec 4)1' ASA and the architects speciniized in Thai architecture, The questionnaire will be handed out to wo
groups of r{spondents--gcneral architects and the general public.

i

I'I'l:c findings reveal the distinct physical elemcms of modem Thai architectural characteristics which

__mcludc bul‘dmg grouping, roof profile, varanda, free-standing columns, gate way, inter-lingkages between inner and
outer spaceJ the proportion and arrangement of void, balusters, gable ¢énd patterns, brackets, as well as landscape. The
abstract mohcrn Thai cbaracters include lightness, ransparency and shadiness. Nonetheless, the architects’ conceptual
patterns in lhc housing accord those of the general publlc in some areas, hinting that architects need to reckon with
some spec:ftc factors. Archuccts must look vpon the de.ﬂgn including the harmony between the Than character,
surroundm# material used, and new technology in energy saving for their buildings. Not only that, the difference in

attitudes a.n_:png sampling group as to which direction the modern Thai character for residential architecture will take is
1

aiso found, i:ointing architects to considering the generat people’s perception,
] .
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