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This thesis attempts to examine the relationship between gender which is a grammatical
Cetegories and sex in reality through interpretation of linguistic forms used by Hindi and German speakers
when they descnibe pictures and to compare these two groups of speakers ' world views about sex.

It is hypothesized that the speakers of Hindi and German ascribe more significance to
gender than to sex as evidenced by ihe speakers’ use of linguistic forms comesponding to gender more often
than using linguistic forms corresponding to sex. Howsver, it is also posited that the speakers of German, a
language with three genders, ascribe more significance to sex than do the speakers of Hindi, a language with
two genders.

The data was coflected from 10 Hindi and 10 German speakers. | selected 17 basic Hindi
and German nouns which refer to cerain humans and animals and Created pictures depicting them 1o be
used as an experimental tool. The sex of the living thing in each picture does not correspond to the gender of
the noun referring to it, The pictures were shown to the informants, who were asked to describe them. Through
this, we can see whether the informants marked the words in their descriptions according to grammatical
gender or sex of specified living things.

The results partly support my hypothesis i.e., the majority of the Hindi and German speakers
used more gender marking than sex marking. { 66.47% and 75 % respectively) However, the results do not
support the other part of the hypothesis, i.e., Hindi speakers use sex markers more than German speakers
did. (33.53 % and 25 %, respectively)

It is remarkable that both groups of the speakers always use sex markers when they
describe human pictures and use gender markers when they describe animals' pictures. In addition, the data
revealed that of all the markers, pronouns, were those that corresponded lo sex most often.

From this study, | infer that number of gender in a language has impacl on the degree of
significance ascribed by its speakers 10 their Categorization of sex. The speakers of the language with 2
genders (Hindi) ascnbe significance to the categorization of sex accbrding to reslity than the speakers of
language with 3 genders (German),
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