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I

Objecttv¢ To determine whether the intravenous morphine administered -before surgical
incision rpsults in lowering the postopcranve anaigesic requirement whcn compared with the
same dos¢ administered after surgical incision.

Design :'Randonuzed double-blind controlled trial.
Setting : phulalongkom University Hospital whlch isthe tcrtxary care center.

Methods‘ One hundred and clght consecutive surgical patIents between 20-65 years old who
were antlpzpaung elective major abdominal surgery under general anesthesia were recruited.
The preirjcisional group received 0.15 mg/kg of morphine intravenously 15 minutes before
surgical ipcision followed by normal saline at 15 minutes after incision. The postincisional
group reckived normal saline 15 minutes before incision followed by morphine at 15 minutes
after incifion. Total morphine consumpuon within the first 48 hours aﬁer surgery was
detcrmmdd from patient-controlled analgesia (PCA) machine.

Results ) 'I'he mean analgesic consumption during the first 48 hours postoperatively were
45.94 (8. fl) 25.65) and 60.2 (S.D. 33.05) mg. in preincisional and postincisional group respec-
tively (p walue = (.016). The time measured from the end of ancsthesia to the first request of
analgesm mwere not significantly different.
|

Conclusion : The intravenons morphine administered before surgical incision reduced
postopcrahve analgesic consumption durmg 48 hours postoperauvely by 24 % when compamd
with those administered after surgical incision.
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