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KEY WORD: PATHAMASAMBODHI CHAPTERS 1~7 / CRITICAL EDITION / ANALYTICAL STUDY
' PHRAMAHA SURAPOL SINGKIRAT : PATHAMASAMBODHI CHAPTERS 1-7 : A CRITICAL
EDITION AND AN ANALYTICAL STUDY. THESIS ADVISOR : PRAPOD ASSAVAVIRULHAKARN,
Ph.D. THESIS CO-ADVISOR : BANJOB BANNARUJI, Ph.D. 316 pp. ISBN 974-331-480-8.

Pathamasambodhi is a Pali biography of the Buddha. The oldest known version of
this scripture can be dated back as far as the Lanna period. Scveral more versions both in Pali
and Thai of Pathamasambodhi were written later in Ayutthaya and Rattanakosin periods as a

. sermon preached on a religious day because of its popularity. This critical edition and analytical
study is focused on the Pali version edited by Prince Patriarch Krom Phra Parama Nujit Jinoros
in 1845. Former versions were then incorporated and re-edited. Some redundant texts were
omitted and some significant texts were added from several sources such as the Tripitaka,
commentaries, as well as other Buddhist scriptures. The Prince Patriarch also composed a
beautiful Thai version of Pathamasambodhi based on the Pali text. This Thai version titled
“Ppathamasambodhikatha”, has ever since been widely known and become a masterpiece of
Thai literature which reflects the composer’s ability and knowledge In the Pali language at that
time. :

This thesis has 5 chapters. The first one is an introduction which gives the
background of the problem and explains the methodology and the editing of this text. The
meaning of the term “Pathamasambodhi” as well as historical background of its Lanna, -
Ayutthaya, and Rattanakosin versions, the authors’ biographies and works, manuscripts referred
to in this study, the evolution and a comparative study of the three versions are described in
Chapter Two. Chapter Three presents the critically edited text. The translation of the
Pathamasambodhi is in Chapter Four while Chapter Five is the conclusion and suggestions.

The reseach shows that the oldest version of Pathamasambodhi was composed in
Lanna. The text had been re-edited and expanded in course time until the final version was
“compiled by the Prince Patriarch Krom Phra Parama Nujit Jinoros. The Languages and styles as
well as the content in the Pathamasambodhi of different versions show the light on Pali texts

composed in Thailand of different periods as well as the concept of the Buddha’s life.
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