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SUDAWEE PATTANAPISUDTICHAI : THESIS TITLE. (MEDIA USE OF GIFTED
CHILDREN AT SATIT CHULALONGKORN UNIVERSITY ELEMENTARY
DEMONSTRATION SCHOOL) THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF.VIPHA UTHMACHAN,
190 pp. ISBN 974-03-0246-7

The purpose of this research is to understand the media use of gifted children and their media
selection for enhancing their learning and special ability. This research is a qualitative research. The
methodology of this research is in - depth interview, face - to - face interview with questionnaires, non -

participant observation and diaries. The key informants are 20 gifted children, their parents and 4 teachers.

The result of this research shows that these gifted children's parents have good education, career
and social and economic status. So, they can support their children with good home and school
environment. The media use of gifted children depends on each of the children's context of use, and relates
to their special abilities, families and school. Therefore, the gifted children are active audiences. They can

understand and select media types and contents to suit their purpose and time.

It can be concluded that the most favorite media of these gifted children is television, followed by
games, books, internet, movies, radio, newspapers and, the last one, magazines. These children select both
educational and entertaining contents from these media. As we can see that although television, their most
favorite media, has plenty of entertainment programs, they can select and collect some useful parts to use
later. Games are generally considered as having bad influence on children, but these gifted children are
closely advised by their parents and teachers who help them select useful and skill practice games not only
enjoyable ones. Moreover, their parents and teachers encourage them to read books. So, most children like
reading various kinds of .books related to their interest. However, newspapers and magazines are the least
favorite media of these children although they are print media as well. They read newspapers when they
have assignments, and read magazines if their families are subscribers. It may be because most children at
this age have no interest in-these media, including radio. They listen to the radio when they are in the cars,
and their parents are the ones who select programs. These children use internet mostly for searching
information, followed by entertainment and communication. For movies, these children go to the cinema

once in a while. They usually select and see movies from television, video and CD with their families at home.

Department Mass Communication Student's signature...........cocooviiiiiinn,
Field of study Mass Communication Advisor's signature.............ocooiiiiin,
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