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ADBSTRACT

This research aimed at finding the most appropriste and
efficient method of correcting Egglish written works for  Thai
undergraduate students, and to compare the short-term and long-term
improvements in English writing resulted from the application of each
correction method.

The subjects in the research were students of %eachers who
volunteered to participate in the project, consisting of eight groups
of 177 first, second, and third year student=z from governmental and
private universities, divided into three groups of high, middle, and
low in terms of their English writing ability.

The research instruments consisted of: (1) a Likert-type
questionnaire and open-ended statements concerning strategies that the
students wused for improving their written works after their teachers
had used each correction method including their opinions about writing

correction, (23 writing topics assigned as pre-post neasures of

g

students’ writing performance indicating their short-term ~ and
long-term improvements, and ‘2) two criteria for assessing writhen
works, 1i.e., the TOEFL TWE (Test of Written English) bands and
Cooper’s ESL Cemposition Profile. Fregquency counts and percentage
were used in the analyses of the gquestionnaires while arithmetic
means, standard deviation, coefficients of variation and t~tests were
employed in the analyses of the subjects? written performance.
Results f{from observatic and interviews recorded Ly teachers were
qualitatively analysed to establish trends and conclusions.

Research findings could be summarized as follows:

1. Results of questionnaire analyses indicated that the
majority of subjects preferred the correction method by which teachers
crossed out the mistakes and made corrections for them to other
methods, and tUhat they thought that the best method was individual

feedback given by the teachers.




2. Results of observation and interviews indicated that the
afore~mentiohed methods helped improve students’ writing whereas the
method by which teachers only underlined the errors and explained
students’ common mistakes in f;;nt of the class and the method by
which correction symbols were used were not as effective because the
students could not relate teachers’ explanation to their own works and
neither could they adequately understand the ayrebols that the teachers
used on their works. .

3. Results of evaluaticn of the subjects’ written works
indicated that the "right-on correction" was most effective in
improving students® writing for both short-term and long-term gains,
and that the "individual feedback" method best helped students at all
English writing ability levels to improve their English writing skills.

4. On the average the "low" groups exhibited highest gains

as well as greatest variation in the scores obtained.
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