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" Qur courts are said to bé more open to admit actions founded upon foreign
transactions than those of any other European country; but there are restrictions in
respect of locality which exclude some foreign causes of action altogether, namely,
those which would be local if they arose in England, such as trespass to land: Doulson V.
Matthews [1792] 4 TR 503, and even with respect to those not falling within that
description our courts do not undertake universal jurisdiction. As a general rule, in order
to found a suit in England for a wrong alleged to have been committed abroad, two
conditions must be fuifilled. First, the wrong must be of such a character that it would

have been actionable if committed in England; therefore, in The Halley [18068] LR 2 PC

** Michael C. Prytes, Tort and Related Obligations , p. 65.
* [1870] LR 6 QB1.
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193, the Judicial Committee pronounced against a suit in the Admiralty founded upon a
liability by the law of Belgium for collision caused by the act of a pilot whom the
shipowner was compelled by that law io employ, and for whom, therefore, as not being
his agent, he was not responsible by English law. Secondly, the act must not have been

justifiable by the law of the place where it was done.”
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“ LA. Civ Code Anl 3542,

® Swiss federal Statute on Private International Law of December. 18,1967
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