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KEY WORD : FORMS / ELEMENTS / VALUE / DANCE IN ROYAL CEREMONIES
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The aim of this thesis is to collect and study the forms and elements of the dance in
Royal Ceremonies as appeared on the Mural Painting of the Royal Temples in Bangkok in the
Rattanakosin Period during the reign of King Rama I and King Rama V.

The photographs of the dance in Royal Ceremonies on the Mural Painting of eight
Royal Temples in Bangkok are taken, analyzed and interpreted. Documentary data as well as an
interview with experts in dance are also utilized in order to give an answer to three raised

questions about the forms, elements and value of the dance in Royal Ceremonies.

The research comes to the conclusion that the dance in Royal Ceremonies which
appeared on the Mural Painting of the Royal Temples in Bangkok during the reign of King Rama
I and King Rama V can be classified into eight forms, namely, khon, lakhon, nang, puppet show,
royal amusements, folk amusements, Chinese opera. Elements of the dance consist of performers
and costume, content, musical instruments, and also time and place for performance. The
significance of the dance in Royal Ceremonies which appeared on the Mural Painting is twofold:
firstly, a congratulation celebration or religious worship such as the dance for congratulation
celebration of White Elephants and the dance in the religious worship ceremony for Phra

Buddhasihinga; secondly, a part of the Royal Cremation Ceremony.

The research resuits in the extension of useful knowledge of the history of dance in
Thailand in addition to documentary resource. The mural paintings mentioned above are of great
value and related to other field of knowledge, Music, Visual Arts, Religion, History, Literature
including Tradition, showing knowledge and wisdom Thai ancestors to be widely studied in the
future,
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