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Early versions of feminist standpoint theory are based on an “either/or" dualistic
assumption. Consequently, the concept of marginality in these accounts faces the
essentialism/universalism_problem. Later versions of feminist standpoint theory seek to
avoid such problem by introducing a new paradigm of oppression called “interlocking
systems of oppressions.” Through the paradigm shift, the number of marginal groups
multiplies and marginal groups gain theoretical space. Some academics engaged in
the essentialism/universalism debate argue that later versions of feminist standpoint
theory successfully escape the assentiﬁﬂsmfuniversalism problem. On the contrary,
others believe that the theory encounters a new problem—infinite fragmentation of the
marginal’s identity. This thesis proposes an allernative interpretation of the concept of
marginality so that feminist standpoint theory can &avoid both the problems of
essentialism/universalism and infinite fragmentation of the marginal's identity. It also

attempts to show that the concept of marginality is still useful for the theory.
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the main bedy. As black Americans living in a small Kentucky town, the railrcad tracks were a daily
reminder of ocur marginality. Acrcss those tracks were paved streets, stores we could not enter,
restaurants we could not eat in, and people who we could not lock directly in the face. Across
those tracks was world we could work in as maids, as janitors, as prostitutes, as long as it was in a
service capabllity. We could enter that world but we could not live there. We had always tc return
to the margin, to cross the tracks, tc shacks and abandoned hcused cn the edge of town. ... Living
aswe did—on the edge—we developed a particular way of seeing reality. We locked both from the
outside in and from the inside cut. We focused our attention on the center as well as on the margin.
We understocod both. ... This sense of wholeness, impressed upon our consciousness by the
structure of our daily lives, provided us an oppositional world view—a mode of seeing unknown to
most of our oppresscrs, that sustained us, aided us in cur struggle tc transcend poverty and
despair, strengthened cur sense of self and solidarity.”

*oid., 0. X. mﬂﬁ@mm‘ﬁl’i’] “... the conviction that feminism must become a mass based

political movement if it is tc have a revolutionary, transformative impact on society.”
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social status is lower than that of any other group. Cccupying such a position, we bear the brunt of
sexist, racist,-and classist oppression. At the same time, we are the group that has not been
socialized tc assume the role of exploiter/oppresscr in that we are allowed no institutionalized
“other” that we can exploit or oppress. ... White women and black men have it both ways. They
can act as oppresscr or be oppressed. Black men may be victimized by racism, but sexism allows
them to act as explciters and oppressors of woemen. White women may be victimized by sexism,
put racism enables them to act as exploiters and oppresscrs of black people. ... It is essential for
continued feminist struggle that black wemen recognize the special vantage point our marginality
gives us and make use of this perspective to criticize the dominant racist, classist, sexist
hegemony as well as tc envision and create a counter-hegemony. | am suggesting that we have a

central role to play in the making of feminist theory ..."
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