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# # 3970811824: MAJOR GOVERNMENT

KEY WORD: COMMUNITY POWER STRUCTURE / PATTAYA CITY / LOCAL POLITICS
NATACHA VSINDILOK: COMMUNITY POWER STRUCTURE AND LOCAL
POLITICS: A CASE STUDY OF PATTAYA CITY. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR PORNSAK PHONGPHAEW, Ph.D. 254 pp. ISBN 974-637-962-3

The purpose of this research is to know whether there is a power concentration in
the City of Pattaya. It is hypothesized that a concentration of community power has been
existing in the city, generated a patronage system and affected decision making in the city
administration. Research data were collected during B.E. 2540 - 2541, this qualitative
research was based on theories of community power structure and patronage system as its
framework.

This study found a high degree of power concentration in the hand of a dominant
group who has won a majority of seats in the City Council of Pattaya by a patronage of an
influential Kemman. These city councilors have influenced the decision making of the City of
Pattaya for its members' benefits. ‘

The study also indicates that the patronage system taking a dominant role in Thai
political system. Thai patronage system is significantly the key factor of social network, as
well as the political arena from local level to the national one. As a result, patronage politics
become the main pattern in political decision process at any level. '
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