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PATTHITA WATTANAPRADIT : THE PROCESS OF MAKING
KHONG LOR : A CASE STUDY OF MASTER SUMRAN
NINWILAIPAN. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. Dr.
PATTARAWADEE PUCHADAPIROM, 139 pp.

The study has shown that a cast Khong (Khong Lor) was developed from a
hammered Khong (Khong Tee). It is technically cast to save production time and cost.
so the cast Khong has become popular.

From learning the process of making the cast Khong from the technician
Sumran Ninwilaipan. it has been discovered that the technician uses a ground mold to
cast a Khong. It is madeof 5 essential ingredients: Nickel, Zinc, Copper. Aluminium
and Tin. which are mixed in such appropriate ratio that the center boss of gong 1s
durable and not brittle, In addition, the technician relies on his flair for lathing the
center boss to enhance the better quality of sound than that of general cast Khongs.
which is different from scraping the center boss used by general technicians to tune
sound. With Sumran’s meticulous process of lathing, the shape of the Khong appears
beautiful and its quality of sound is superior to that of general cast Khongs.

Factors affecting the guality of sound are as follows: 1. ingredients used in
casting. 2. the process of casting the center boss of Khongs. 3. thickness of the
center boss. 4. size of the center boss. 5. method of suspending Khongs by string
or cow-skin cords.. 6. long Chat Khong. 7. tuning-sound lead. 8. weight of raised
center boss. 9. framework of Khong (the gap between framework and Khongs)
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