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# #4085311328 :Major Mass Communication

Key Word: ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT INFORMATION BY TELEVISION REPORTERS:
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF BEFORE AND AFTER THE PROCLAMATION OF THE
OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT, B.E. 2540
THESIS ADVISOR: ANOPE DHIENTHAWORN, 181 pp. ISBN 974-332-885-3

This research is designed to undertake a comparative study on access to government
information by television reporters before and after the prociamation of the Official information Act,
B.E. 2540, problems and difficulties of reporters In information sought through the assistance of the
Official information Act, B.E. 2540, and to provide guidelines and recommendations for
improvement of the provisions in the Official Information Act, B.E. 2540,

The qualitative research motr{od aemployed in this study Is through an in-depth interview
with mass communication speciallsts, public iaw experts, administrators from six television stations
in the open system, Information Dlsclosure Committee and officials at the Office of Official
Information Commission. The interview results are used to design & questionnaire applied against
the television reporters.

ltis found that:

1. Access to govemment information by telavision reporters before and after the
proclamation of the Official Information Act, B.E. 25840, has improved on the ground that information
received is more accurate, reliable and detailed, and that is beneficial to those who have no
personal relationship with the government sources,

2. Problems and difficutties of television reporiers are improper cooperation of the
government agencies as the government officers are not sure about the level of disclosure. In
addition, the understanding of govemment officers and television reporters in the provisions and
their rights to be exercised under the Official Information Act, B.E. 2540, is not in a satisfactory
level.  Attitude of the television reporters is another major problem because they view that the in-
depth news reporting is the responsibility of the newspaper reparters.

3 Recommendations for further improvement and effectiveness of the Official
information Act, B.E. 2540, are as follows:

3.1 Exemptions should be cleady indicated.

3.2 Training for all levels of the television reporters about the Official Information Act,
B.E. 2540 should be arranged,

3.3 The government officers should undenake a training program on guidelines for
official information disclosure applicable under the new law to ensure positive
attitucle toward information disclosure.

3.4 The Information Disclosure Committee should be an independent agency
consisting with personnel from various backgrounds, not only the government
officers.
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