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#4 C730189 :MAJOR GOVERNMENT

KEY WORD: OWER / PREMIERSHIP
THEERAPON SUKONTHAVIT : THE RISE TO PREMIERSHIP OF MR. CHUAN LEEKPAI(1969-1992),
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF, PRICHA HONGSKRAILERS, Ph.D. 192 PP. ISBN 074-638-413-9

This thesis entitled “The rise to premiership of Mr.Chuan Leekpai” is aimed at discussing the factors, which

support for rising the politicai power of Mr.Chuan Leekpal, The study sets the hypothesis as foliows ! -

1. Egundation variable, Mr.Chuan Leekpai has good foundalion backgrounds which are suitable to Thai social
values, such as “clean” family, humble personality, capacibility, being knowledgeable, sound pelitical experience and being

honest.'that enable him to have been a member of the parliament in Prachatipat parly for a long time,

In addition, the main factor that supports Mr. Chuan Leekpai to gain political power are as follows :(1) he
gained huge support from Prachatipat party, (2) being a longtime member of the cabinets in several coalition governments,
and (3} gaining support of the military at period of time, especially General, Prem Tinsulanonda as well as the United States of
Amarica which was the most powertul democratic world leader which has the main policy of against dictatorship, while Mr.
Chuan was also a strong anti~dictatorship boiilician. As a result , the U.S. gave wholehearted support 1o Mr.Chuan Leekpai
rather then other political leaders. '

2. SHuation Variable, It was a condition for the military led by General. Soonthorn Kengsempong and his party
1o engineer coup d'atal due lo the failure of General. Chatichai Choonhawan government. General. Chatichai Choonhawan was
accused of being corrupl practiecs and inefficent that brought about disaster to the nation. Thus , the military wanted “Mr.
Clean" Chuan Leekpai to assume the premiership and did not want (o support either General. Chavalil Yongchaiyuth or Major
General. Chamlong Srimuang for the election of September 13, 1992, Another factor is due to the capabls management of
the secretary of the Prachatipat party, Major General. Sanan Kajornprasat, that could manage and gain support for Mr.Chuan
Leekpai 1o become the pritme minister by creating the coalition gov.ernment from gatheting various parties to support Mr.Chuan
Leekpai.
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