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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the process of implementing
contemplative education in the assessment and evaluation of young children course for
graduate students and to investigate students’ learning experiences in the awareness of
self, of others, and of the profession. The context of this qualitative research was the
assessment and evaluation of young children course for 32 plan B early childhood
education graduate students in the second semester of academic year 2008.
Participatory observation, data deducing from students’ journals and focus group
interview were used. The data were analyzed by using content analysis and inductive
method.

The process of implementing contemplative education in the assessment and
evaluation of young children course instruction composed of 3 steps; 1) the preparation:
lived the ideology and prepared course discipline, 2) instruction: organized community
of learning through experiential learning, and 3) evaluation: evaluated 3 domains of
knowledge including spiritual knowledge, early childhood profession knowledge, and
academic knowledge.

Students’ learning experiences were summed up in the awareness of self,
of others, and of profession domains as followed;

1) Awareness of oneself; understanding more about themselves, being
conscious of oneself, being suspended and non-judgmental, being open-
minded, appreciating oneself, improving oneself, being sensitively
observing, optimistic and happiness, and effective learning.

2) Awareness of others; understanding and accepting others, seeing things as
they are, and having sympathy and appreciation for others.

3) Awareness of profession; seeing children as they are, teaching according to
children’s natures, teachers’ awareness of self, teachers’ self improvement,

being a caring teacher, and appreciating for teacher tasks.

Key words: contemplative education, early childhood graduate students, learning

experiences.
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