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The objectives of this study were to develop rating scale and models for implementing
drug use evaluation (DUE). The development of rating scale is carried out by sending guestionnaires
to a group of 20 DUE specialists in order 1o have them give weight to each of the nine criteria for
performing DUE. Another set of questionnaires were sent to medical specialists in 19 areas, each of
5 persons, in order to have them give scores to each drug listed in Category D of the National List of
Essential Drugs 1999 according to the criteria. Weight and scores of each drug were calculated as
total score (%) by using the defined equation. Rating scale is worked out by using the mean of total
score £ 18.0. which can be divided into 3 groups. Each drug listed in Category D is assigned to
certain group according to its total score. Group A comprises 28 drugs having rating scale S 40%
Group B comprises 70 drugs having rating scale 41%-59% and Group C comprises 14 drugs
having rating scale > B0%. Three models for implementing DUE are developed in respect to the
intensive level of DUE performance. Drugs in group A should be performed in Level 1 which is the
lowest level of performance. Drugs in group B shouid be performed in Level 2 and drugs in group C
should be performed in Level 3 which Is the highest level. In survey of opinion on the
appropriateness of the proposed rating scale and models for implementing DUE, questionnaires
were sent to 40 heaith professions including physicians and pharmacists. Results from survey has
shown that 85.0% of the respondents agree that the rating scale is appropriate, 80.0% tell that the
drugs are appropriately grouped and 98.3% indicate that the models for implementing DUE are

suitable.

The pattern on development of rating scale and modeis for implementing DUE from
this study are accepted by DUE specialists and can be applied to selectsd drugs for performing

DUE in each hospital.
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