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Folklore Studies in Japan:

From the Edo Period to the Second World War

18 18th century (late Edo
p of scholars named

The Interest in folklore
Period). The center of the s
"Kokugaku" (an ancient Japaneg . E 3 & Motoori Morinaga,
Hirata Atsutane, etc. At the otivation to collect
folk materials was lesseng, dtion. Howaver, the
new knowledge, especially 4 pan in that period,
b Ure. The result of
o established the

: high importance to

stimulated interest and 810
this was that an importg
systematic framework for fol

the life-style of the peasants, of \ anese population. This

was because he believed that it Cams bhe—a ¥ to understand the root of

Japanese culture. Moreover, b application of knowledge

his studies cover nearlyai gspects of hife —Howaver Siha-weale gdifits are that his
. N

work has no clear H‘:a yand —are vague. These

| T

are big problems that fol *“-I‘ at the present have to investigale further.
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