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This thesis is a case study of the public policy formulation process for the Bangkok
Fashion City (BFC) project and the relationship between the project’s public policy and interest
groups as well as how the policy affected different interest groups. Research tools included
documentary analyses of information obtained from the BFC project and media coverage, in-depth
interviews of officials involved in the policy formulation process, and observation based on the
researcher’s experience as Thailand’s first manufacturer of ready-to-wear clothing. The study
found that the project’s policy was the result of lobbying by textile manufacturers that suffered
production problems in the country’s 1997 economic crisis. The government then approved a
budget to boost the gross domestic product (GDP). After the BFC project’s budget was approved,
many interest groups benefited by being involved in the project organization. Such interest groups
included jewelers, real estate developers, and event organizers. The evidence showed that real
estate developers stood to reap the most benefits as their assets became part of the international
trade center that attracted tremendous tourism and they were the key factor that promoted fashion
goods production in other countries in the region. The findings demonstrated that the problems
posted by textile manufacturers, who initiated the BFC project, were not addressed according to
their original intention,specifically as they wished to elevate their ifidustry to the product design

level.
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