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# # 488 70455 35 : MAJOR THAI MUSIC
KEYWORD : PIPAT MUEANG

WATCHARA TANGTED : THE PIPAT MUEANG ENSEMBLE OF
CHIANG MAIL THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
KHUMKHOM PORNPRASIT, Ph.D., 146 pp.

In conducting a research on the Pipat Mueang Ensemble of Chiang Mai, the
researcher has set three main objectives; namely, studying the history of the Pipat
Mueang Ensemble or the Pad Mueang, studying its performance during different
rituals and studying its performance methodology.

The research has found that, in terms of history, the Pipat Mueang is a musical
ensemble, which is a combination of the Mon, Burmese and Thai musical groups.
The musical instruments in the Pipat Mueang are similar to those of the three nations.
For the second objective, it is found that the pattern in organizing the Pipat Mueang
Ensemble shares the same pattern as the organization of the Pipat Ensemble of five
musical instruments of the Central Region. The difference is in the placement of the
Teng Ting drum. At a funeral ceremony or at the Poi Luang ritual, the Teng Ting
drum will be placed behind the traditional alto xylophone while during the Ghost
dance, the drum will be placed on the side of the traditional alto xylophone.

The research has found that there is no specific pattern in how the instruments
are played and what the seating position of the musicians in the Pipat Mueang is. The
Pipat Mueang Ensemble which is played during different ceremonies will have
similar pattern; the difference is in the series of the songs played in each ceremony.
However, the first song played by all ensembles must be the Prasat Wai, which is
considered an overture for the northern musical ensemble. _

The research has found that the performing methodology of the Pipat. Mueang
of Chiangmai the melodies of the Pipat Mueang Ensembie consist of beats of
complex statements. There are varieties of expressions; even in the same ensemble
the performance will vary, depending on what tricks or technique the musicians will
use. The melodies in the Pipat Mueang Ensemble also vary. There are both slow and
fast tempos. There is no standard pattern but the melodies will be those of northern
music, which is suggested by the performance of the large gong circle in different
patterns, for example, the of the hands-or alternating hands by relying-on one single
major sound. . Each song may be repeated several times and each performance may
last for 10 to 20 minutes and thére is a'5 to 10 minute interval and this practice has
continued to the present day.

Department : Music Student’s sngnature

Field of Study : Thai Music -~ Advisor’s 51gnature ...... o JM& aj_
Academic Year: 2007
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