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# ¥ 4BBOZ217922 “MAJCR  THaI
KEYWORDS: DUNGTRIN / BUDDHIST LITERARY WORK / POPULAR CULTURE
SUTHEERA SATAYAPHAN - DUNGTRIN'S LITERARY WORKS AS POPULAR CULTURE.
ADVISOR : SIRIPORN PHAKDEEPHASOOK, Ph D., 222 pp.
This thesis aims at studying Dungtnn's 12 Buddhisl literary works as popular literary and
analyzing the form, conlenl, and wrnling technigues of these works in order lo reveals n2

charactenstics of Buddhist popular Iiteralure.

The findings reveal that popular culture has influenced upon the creation of Buddhist literature. That
is, the ferm, content, and waling technigues of Buddhist iterature has been changed in order lo
make the works more interesting, easier to understand, comprehensible for wider groups of readers
and more popular. Dunglnn's iterary warks are represented in vanous forms, namely guidance or
hew-to articles, documentanes, novels or mixed ferm. Some are in pnnt while some are distribuled
in new types of media such as the internel. The vanous ways of distib.ution of Dungtrin's Buddhist

|iterature enable these works to become more accessible for a wide range of readers.

Regarding the contents, 4 main groups of contents are found, namely Karma, the four meditation
methods, love, and miscellanecus dharma. To present these contents, the author makes a
connection between the Buddhist dharma and the conlemporary events and elements in modern
ways of life. Also, he explain religious issues and teaching by using namrative. In these narralives,
the dialogues, characters, and settings are used for presenting Buddhist dharma and religious
issues. All these methods make religious contents more understandable and attractive for more
readers.

The characteristics of Dungtrin's literary works make these works Buddhism popular literature. That
is, the contents of these works are relaled and relevant to modem Iifﬂslylﬂ,: The forms are varous.
Remarkably, some forms previously used for secular contents and belonging to popular culture are
used for presenting religious conlents. Also, sometimes, mixed types of media are employed for

presentation. As a result, his works become attractive and popular among a large group of readers,

In summary, Dungtrin's works are considered as Buddhist popular literature.
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“A general process of intellectual, spiritual and aesthetic development

A particular way of life, whether of a people, a period or a group

°° The works and practices of intellectual and especially artistic activity

X

Of people in general; for people in general; well liked by people in general
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olo
‘Popular’ is often synonymous of ‘good’ in ordinary conversation, but this is an inversion of its earlier pejorative

connotations. In its original forms, popular was used to distinguish the mass of the people (not ‘people in general’) from the titled,
wealthy or educated classes. Not surprisingly, since most writers on the subject were either members or clients of the latter three

classes, its synonyms were gross, base, vile, riffraff, common, low, vulgar, plebeian, and cheap.

m What ‘counts’ as popular culture depends to some extent on whether you are interested in what meanings are produced

by or for ‘the people’, and whether you take these meanings are evidence of ‘what the public wants’ or of ‘what the public gets’.

o0&
Popular culture is simply culture which is widely favoured or well liked by many people.

** A second way of defining popular culture is to suggest that it is the culture which is left over after we have decided what

is high culture... In other words, it is a definition of popular culture as substandard culture.
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* A third way of defining popular culture is as ‘mass culture’.

oY)
Popular culture is the culture which originates from ‘the people’.

o Popular culture as a site of struggle between the forces of resistance of subordinate groups in society, and the
forces of incorporation of dominant groups in society.
FamuanduatiunmdanguiAsil A sixth definition of popular culture is one informed by recent thinking around the

debate on postmodemism. The main point to insist on here is the claim that postmodernist culture is a culture which no longer

recognizes the distinction between high and popular culture.
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