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The objective of this research is to study the
fundamental thought -and approach of rural self- rellance, a new
alternative development of Thai society. This research is
developed from the thoughts of three Thai scholars which are
synthesized to explore their strong and weak points.
Furthermore, this research assesses the practicability of this
new approach of alternative development.

The result of this research shows that the three scholars
have the same approach of alternative development, e.g. people
from or members of rural communities are expected to represent a
major source of development forces. However, the three scholars
have some dlfferent v1ewp01nts over the rural communltles of
Thailand.

Chatthip elaborates the development forces in the local
communities of Thailand by emphasizing the community culture.
Whereas, Saneh concentrates on local villagers' wisdom and power
to better themselves and their own communities by relating to
their assertion of natural resources management and
conservation. Accordingly, Dr. Praves focuses on the development
which c¢lings to Buddhism and is based on its system and
structure, including individuals,

The compatible viewpoints of these three scholars are
highly valuable for the future development of Thai society.
Therefore, this field of knowledge should be synthesized and
developed as a basis for some practical applications.
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