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ABSTRACT

The aim of this Thesis is to study and analyse metaphysically
and ethically the salient concepts of the Bhagavad Gita and the Tao

Te Ching, exposing the similarity and contrast of these two systems.

By way of analytical study, it is found that the concepts in
metaphysics and ethics of the two systems are similar in the some

respects and are different in others.

From metaphysical points of view, both 6f them agree that the
ultimate reélity is one, eternal, indescribable, transcendental, immanent
and without limitation., /Itlexists by-itself as the“first cause and the

unity of all things,

But from the ethical points of view, both of them  agree that
the ideal éf life or the S?mmum Bonum that éhpuld be sought is the
type of Idealism which holds that the real and highest happiness is
the peace of mind and not bodily happiness. Both of them emphasise

the extinction of desire and self-control and teach men to act in

accondance with their duties in submission to the ultimate reality.



However, the Bhagavad Gita and the Tao Te Ching disagree in
cartain points in their Metaphysics, especialy in their understanding
of the ultimate reality. The Bhagavad Gita holds that the ultimate
reality is the absolute self and pure consciousness which according
to the Tao Te Ching the ultimate reality is neither consciousness nor
maFter. It is nothing but the nameless without form and the natural
process., The Bhaéavad Gita advocates that Brahman is the first mover
and the cause of all things. All things“in the cosmos are based on
Brahman. On the contrary, the Tao|Te Ching advocates that the origin
of the Cosmos and allsthings together with the process of chang evolve

from the Tao without dits determination or the will of creation.

Both systems‘are/diffexent in some points, that\fs, as regards
moral judgements of human action, the Bhagavad Gita holds that the will
of human mind and the will of God (Brahman) are the moral standard;
whereas tha Tao Te Ching holds that spontaniety without any limitation
is right. As far as the essence oﬁ their teachings, i.e., actions
without desire in the Bhagavad Gita and Wu-wei inh /the Tao Te Ching, is
concerned, the Bhagavad Gita teaches that men should perform their

righteous acts in accordance with their duties of caste prescribed by

God (Brahman); whearas. thé Tao [Te [Ching ‘teaches men ito act spontaneously,

letting the nature grow naturally in harmony with Taoist laws.

According to this research, it is found that the difference
in metaphysics entails the difference in ethics and it may be said at
last that the Bhagavad Gita is more complete in both form and content

than the Tao Te Ching.
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