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This thesis dis a/study ofi characteristics and influences
of physical environment which affect:. children behavior.
Providing a hYpothesis that. ""different environmental characteristics
of kindergartens affect experiential formations in varying
degrees and result in variocus space utilization behavior",
The physical characteristics of Kindergarten' environments have been
investigated; This-inecludes j site-planningyspace and functional |

utilization. 3

In kindergartens today, 2 major educational approaches
Y. ‘\\\ >

are prcEiced%; they pare experiential formation which emphasises

the four aspects of development 'in!accordance with Froebel's

educational principles. Another approach is the learning systemE
4 |

which ‘emphasilses reading and writing.

" At present, there are 641 kindergarfens in Bangkok
metropoiis, In order to simplify the study and to control

such variables as "districtTWhere kindergartens are located,



the resercher foéus the»study of kindergarténs only in residential
zone, Three destricts which have the most kindergartens were
selecteds They are Phrakanong, Bangkapi and Bangkaeﬁ. Two major
criteria were usedforsampling.. The first criterion is the'size"
of kindergarten and the second is"an educationél approaches"
(hasty learning and preparedness)a Nine_kindergartens are
:Sampled for eacﬁ type of teaching azproach (3 are selected for
each size reSpectively),. totaling 18:kindergartens'for fhe~

study.l

The s#ldy on physical characteristics of kindergartens
‘indigates that most of them are ideally located in a serene
community area. #Thay aré situated away from‘main roads but easily
accessible. Only @a few of the kindergartens under. this study are

located near main reads where thel/proklems of noise and air

pollution from traffigs.are . .common disturbances.

The study aléo gemonstrates that size of preparedness
type of kindergartens is comparable to‘those of hasty leerning,
but the plavground in preparedness ;ategory issbetter planned
and better equipped with facilities for children actiyities and

exercises.

It| has “been found“about the ideal room size thzat
nreparedness kindergartens requires larger class room space owing
to encouragement of.different activities pelated;to formation
of preparedness. The study also concludes that an ideal~elassroom
for the preparedness purpose should be at least 63 sg. meter

(7 X 9 meter) in size for not more than 35 students per 1

+eacher and 1 assistant, This room size will be adeguete for



seating and extra activitiés. Classroom of 48, meter

(6 X 8 meter) is suitable for the hasty leéning category with 25
students per 1 teacher. This room size is smaller than the
former category because only seating space is needed. The study
also shows.that'separate bedroom forlchildren should

be provided if the building or site ;rea'is-allowéd. Cléssroom!
set-up can broadly sub-diwvided into 3 types'; 1. Row 2. Group

3. Cir;le. The.findings indicated that the teachers in fCircle
.type" can supervisé the children most cffectively though it may
not be as perSonalidzed as/ ''Group, type.'" Combination of "Circle

type" and anotiler #¥pe can le efificient as well,

playgrodnd éncircleé By buildings is better for children
_supervision than playaround  generlly surrounded by fences.
Comparative study of the playcround in two categories of
kindercartens shows thet thouah ‘bothRshave considerably same size
of playground area ner child, the qﬁality and utilization of the
playground'in preparéness school are far better, A& study on
playground a¥so demonstrates that preparedness.category has more
playground equipment than the hasty learning one, especially
those that are used for exercising, the muscles and physical

balance€e.

[~

The studx qf classroom furniture shows that a desk of
35X 70 Yo in sizel Square of (réctagular; isymore switable and
is better facilitated for a“group study than grouping’ of«35 X 140
and 70 X 140 cne. desks which are mainly used in hasty learning

classroom.. The findings also indicate that the classroom of

preparedness category had more variety of activities than the



classroom of hasty learning type, Activities in the former classes
are usually conducted in semi-circle, sub-groups, independent
. #

groups, rows and linear which are contrary to the hasty learning

catagory. The hasty le s alwgys conduct only 2

‘Jor row type
,J ’

This stu at different physical environments

types of arrangemen

of kindergartens of : t JIE roaches effect the
e« In other word,
kindergarten i achin ‘ require different
have demonstrated
comparatively, p itnes cal environment of
different kind 2 C € ,ang; =ven 1y ha suggested plann'iné
and design impli i or it e of existing schools

and the developmen s ta i rell.
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