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3 Arthur Waley, The Analects of Confucius, p.38.

4 The Great Learniag, 1.
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Mencius, 6 A : 8,

Men¢ius said, The trees of the Niu Mountain were onée beautiful
Being situated, however, in the borders of a large State, there were hewn
down with axes afd #ills; and could ithey retain there beauty? Still through
the activity of the rain and dew, they were mot without buds and sprouts
springing forth, but then came the cattle and goets and browsed upon then.
Ta these| things 18 owingithe bqre and stripped appEaratice 0f the mountain,
and when people now see it, they think it was never finely wooded. But

is this the nature .of the mountain ?
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If oné &an in his daily life and at leisurely moments decidedly.
collect his.mind right here, that is the equilibrium before the feelings of
pleasure, anger,sorrowv, and joy are aroused, and is the undifferentated
Principle ‘of Natdre. As ‘things and affairs ‘approach, the mindcan clearly
see which is right and which is wrong accordingly. What is rightris the-
Principle'of Nature,and what is wrong is in violation of the Principie of
Nature. If one can always collected the mindllike this, it would be as if

he holds %he scale and balance to measure things.
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Wing-tsit Chan, A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, p.506.

& 15id. 04611,

To investigate principle to the utmost means to seek to know
the reason for which thiﬁgs and affairs areas they are and'the reason
according ©o which they should be, that is all. If we know why they are
as they ave, our will will not be perplexed, and if we know what they -
should be. our action will not be weong, It does not mean to take the

principle of some:hing and put it in another.
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1 ¢h'u Chaf, add Winberg Chal, Confucianism, p.145,

The statement, ''the extension of knowledge depends upon the
investigation of things," 'means that if we extend our knowledge, we must
consider things and gain exhaustive knowledge of their Li. This is bécause
there is no intelligence in men's minds without knowledge, and there is
no.single thing in.the world without the Li. But if the Li is not exhaus-
tively studied, this knowledge will be limited in its extension, Hence
the teaching of the Ta Heueh must at 1és‘outsét lead. students to study
all things in the wofld, proceeding from what is—already known of thé Li
in these thingsyito gain a further exhaustive knowledge 6f it until the *-
limit is reached. After such efforts are put forth-for a considerable - -
time, one will become'in a moment oi suddent_illumination completely
enlightened, Tﬁen insall things, whether the internal or.the external,
the essence or the husk, there will be nothing which is not comprehended,
and the mind in-its sibsrante and function'will become’ enlightened. This
{8 what is meant by "investigation of things' (ko wu). This is what is

meant by the 'extension of knowledge" {(chih chih).
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Cl-u Hsi, Reflections on Things at Hand, trams. Wing-tsit Chan,

(New York : Columbia University Press, 1967), p.92

To devote oneself to 1nvestigating principle to the utmost
does not mean ‘to investigat? the principle of all things in the world to
the utmost nér does it mean that principle can be unders;ood merely
by investigating one particular principle. It is necessary to accumulate

much knowledge and then one will naturally come to understaﬁd principle.
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Ibid.

We must investigate principle in the things and affair we deal
with. For example when we read, we investagate principle in the printed
word. When we| listen to others wé investigate &t id) conversation; when
handling affairs, wé in?estagate {t. in the affairs themselves. Whether
things are refined or coarse, big or small, we must investigate them all.
After a long time we shall understand them, and the coarse will become

refined and the small will become big.
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