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What was 'ig this“? Tt is what I call the Way, énd not what
the Taoists and Buddhists call the Way. Yao taught it to Shun; Shun
to Yu, Yi to T' ang, and T'ang to King Wen and Wu and Duke of Chou.

These men taught it to Confucius and Confucius to Mencius, but when

Mencius died it was no longer handed down. Hsiin Tzu and Yang Hsiung
understood elements of it, but their understanding lacked depth..
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1 Jogeph  Needham, Science and Civilization-in China, {(London :

Cambridge University Press; 1977), II 254

Although writings dealing with the Natute and with Destiny
are still preserved, &one of the scholars understand them, and therefore
they allyplungesinto.Taeism.or Buddhisms Jgnorant peeple.say that the
followers of the.Master (Confucius) are incapable of investigating the
teachings on the Nature and Destiny, and eyerybody beleivedjthen...

This stronsly suggests| that during the Thang time the Confucians
began to feel acutely the lack of a cosmology to offset that of the

Taoists , and metaphysics to compete with that of the Buddhists.
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The Ultimateless (Wu Chi) and yet the Supreme Ultimate(T'ai
Chi). The Supreme Ultimate through Movement producesgthe Yang.This
Movement, having reached 1ts limit, i3 followed by Quiescence, and by
this Quiescence, it produces the Yin. When Quiescelice has reached its
limit,there is a return to tovenent . Thig fMovemept and Quescence, in
altcrnatied, rbecome] eaeh fthe gouneesof-the jotber. ;The-distinction betwcen
the Yin and Yeant is determine@=and the Two Form (i.e. The'¥in nnd Yang)
stand revealed.
By the transformation of the Yanj and the  union therawith
of 'the Yin, VWater, Fire, Wood, Metzal and Snil are produced. These

procaeds in their source.
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«.+Every objects,; In addition to its own patticuiar-Principle
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though thus present within all things, is not cut up into pieces.

It is merely like the moon reflecting itself in ten thousand streams.
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1 Joseph | Weedham) Sciénce and Civilization in China, | IT : 475

Li was not in any strick sense metaphysical, as were Platomic
ideas and Aristotelian forms, but rather the invisible organising fields

or forces existing at all levels within the natural world.
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Hzjime Nakamura, Ways, of thinking.of Eastern Peoples, (Honolulu:

University'of Bawail Press,-1977), p.244.

Chu~tzu declared frequéntly thatelLi ruled all existences in
this world. Hoyever, he invariably answered the questions/of Nis
disciples as to what Li was as follows : It will be realized in the

near future. That is to say, he kept silent about the character of Li

in spite of his assertion of its existence.
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