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ABSTRACT

The purpose of chis thesis is to study the concept of man of
Chu Hsi, the most imporfant philosopher among the Neo-Confucianists.
The scope of the investigation ie limited to a comparative study of
Chu Hsi 5 idea with jthe 'teaching of Classical Confucianists with a view
to find the differences and Fhe development of their ideas concerning
the problem of the origin énd the nature of human beings and the end

and means of life.

" From the study; we can-conciude that Chu Hsi's philosophy of man

is based on the theory of Li which was synthesized-from the similar ideas
of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism. Such a metaphysical theory was the
hypothesis which helped Chu Esi to interprete the concept of man in
different waye from the teaching of Confucilus and Mencius, the two greatest
masters of Confucianism.

According to the inéttuction of Confucianism, the human mature is
good; that is to say, better than all other creatures in the Universe. "

This goos nature is determined by the will or decree of Heaven (Tien Ming)

So the fate and future of man entirely depend upon the control of Heaven.



Thus man is not necessary to concern about his own life as it is already .
guided by Heaven. On the other hand, he should be interested in following
the ethical rule of conduct which is, as the same as human nature, also
endowed to man by the Heaven. By such eghical practice, the good nature,
which is the most valuable thing of 1ife, would be eternally preserved.
So, the aim of life is 6 behave according to Confucian ethic in order to

be a sage (Sheng Jen)swhieh 43 the ideal persomality of Confucianism.

The means ofslife, laceording to Confucian thought, has two principal
states. One is to leafn the Six Classicé thorouginly in order to aquire all
theoretical . knowledge, for such knowiedge can be the basis of good or
proper view on human nature for oneself. The other is to cultivate in mind
the moral and social etiquette ;o that ‘one can harmoniously_associate
onegelf with the society. These two ways of practice evidently demonstrate
a happy and peaceful lifée-of an individual which leads in turn to peace
and happinessiof _the society as a whole. Influenced by such Confucian ideal,
knowledge and sccial etiquette have played an important role as the

criteria of a good way of life of Chinese people siace the olden days.

Confucianism. taught people.to.behave according to the ethical rules
for the purpose of social peace. HoweVer, apart from such a temporary
benefit, it did not clearly show other ‘neceggity - or reason why people
should do good."So, if there was someone who did not.care for the social
peace but prefered to find happiness only for himgelf, there would be no
reason for him to believe in Confucianists®’ teaching. The Confuclan
explanation that the good nature was accorded  to human being by the

will of Heaven and therefore man has to do good according to Heaven's will.



Such an explanation is ofcourse not sufficiently based on good metaphysics.

It was Chu Hsi who improved Confuéian teaching by trying to explain
more clearly the origin and the nature ©f human beings so that it can be
reasonably related to the problem of human‘ethies and the Confucian ways
of life. In his opinion, human nature can be divided into two aspects :
the essential nature and physical nature. Tha most important organ of human '
beings is the Mind, some endlees conditional changed element in the body,
bywhich all actions of self 18 controlled. This explanation is derived
from his metaphysical theowy of Li which eclaims thét the Universe consists
of Li, the pure ultimate reality which 1s formless, and Ch'i, the matereal
force that created all things and phenomena from such formléss principle.
All actions of the Universe are controlled by Yin-Yang, the two fundamental
forces of the Universe. From .such explanation, the conclusion can be that
human nature and the cosmologieal structure are based on the same logic

O Yreason.

Chu Hsi Belfeved that the reality of the UniverSe must simultaneously
be good. Therefore, there has to be the good elements.consisted in human
nature as well. It is these fiood elements/which incline man to do good.

Man can not deny such a tendency of good behavieur because that would also
mean to deny the existence of the nature of human beings. The more men
understand and redch’ the'ultimatel reality/in /their own nature, the more
their lives became perfect. So, according to Chu Hsi, the aim of life is
go reach the Li which is, as mentioned above, the reason or reality of

the Universe. Those who could understand or reach the L{ would become

the sage (Sheng Jen) who would be able to understand and behave suitably



to all circumstances. The means of life suggeéted by Chu Hsi was the same

ned and interpreted it iam more

as that by Confucius, but he hﬂa‘
details so that it would~;H 1 to enough to fit his “con-

temporary iﬁtellectu; 'ii-;‘;g

In conclusic yas Chu Hsi who relegated some weak points in

Confucianism espe sies which has not been

paid much attenticm’
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