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Abstract

The Objectives of the Industrial Development: Impacts on way of life of communities along
Klong Rangsit Program is to study the existing environment of the community living along
Klong Rangsit and the changing of the community’s way of life caused by the industrial
development . The study covered previous data of 20 years ago, from year 1999 backward.
Meanwhile the study area started from Klong 1 to Klong 7 (kilometer 1-15), approximately
500 meters around Klong Rangsit. As a result, the study area covered 15 Moo Ban
(villages) or 200 households of Prachathipat district, Bung Yi Tho district, Rangsit district
and Phakgood district in' Amphur Thanyaburi. The in-depth interview was done both
formally and informally with the community leaders while data collection has been
conducted during year 2001 to 2002.

Study Result

Before year 1982, most of the people around the study area used water from Klong Rangsit
for consuming and other activities in their household. Nowadays , although the water
quality has been being degraded, 52 percentage of the people living along the klong still can
not avoid employing water from Klong Rangsit. There is no other choice for them since the
water supply or ground water system has not been installed throughout the area yet.
However, most of the people buy fresh water or keep rain water for drinking and cooking
because the water from the klong is not clean enough for consuming.

The impact on the community’s way of life

In the past, almost every inch of Rangsit district was occupied by the paddy field because
the rice used to be the most important export goods of the community. Up to now, the
utilization of the land has been being changed continuously since the investor entered the
district and purchased various volume of land to build factories and real estate due to the
low-priced land and the convenience of transportation which is nearby Bangkok and Don
Muang air port. The migrants from outsider, even occupied the land by lending or buying,
constructed their houses or constructions intruding into Klong Rangsit and changed the
surrounding and environment of the area around Klong Rangsit as following description :

1) The impact on environment
At present, the environmental problem was increased 93.5%. Among these problems are
water pollution and air pollution from industries or houses standing beside the klong.

2) The impact on household
89% of the household leaders answered the questionaire that there is some negative
impact upon their occupation and environment. They faced the problems of
unemployment, changing job, income decreasing and the degenerate of environment
around their housecholds such as waste and water pollution. Besides, the health of
people who lived nearby factories might be deteriorated. Only 11.0% of the respondents
reported that there is no impact on their living. Moreover, the changing of job increased
their income and the convenient transportation provided more choice of travelling for
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them. Considering the utilization of Klong Rangsit for transportation, 55.5% informed
that they could not use the Klong even desire to, while 20.5% said that they never used it
because there are other ways of transportation. Anyway, to solve the environmental
problem, the community recommended that the government should perform their role by
giving consults, providing suggestion of cleaning methods or technology to the
community and encouraging people to look after their community seriously.

3) Impact on community

It was found from the study that the migration is increased and caused the high density
of population when comparing to the existing area. Consider to the problem of health
deterioration of people in the project area, it could not clearly identify that the industrial
development caused those health problems. In contrary, there are some positive impacts on
the community, the unemployment decreased while the earning increased. Furthermore, the
transportation is more convenient. In the mean time the utilization of klong is minimizing
since there is water supply and other ways of transportation. Nowadays, the local tradition,
activities and ancient custom is still be conserved and performed by the community living
along Khlong Rangsit on occasion.

4) Impact on Klong Rangsit

Totally 67% of the respondents indicated that there are some negative impacts on Klong
Rangsit. The water can not be used because the waste water has not been actually treated
before emitting to the klong. Moreover, the houses and other constructions, especially the
rest rooms which were built intruding to the klong have produced the waste and bad smell
and caused the polluted water. The rest of the respondents (33%) reported that there is no
impact on Klong Rangsit since the klong has not been used as former time. At present, the
water of Klong Rangsit is getting better and can be used for transportation and some
household activities since the government agency has employed the machine to clean the
klong. The water plants called mimosa were picked up and made fertilizer for the farmers.
In addition, 92.5% of the household leaders responded that the commercial along Klong
Rangsit has an impact upon the klong while 7.5% responded there is no impact.

Recommendations

Short-term measurement

1) Arranging a buffer zone along the klong to protect the intruders. In addition, the
Southern Klong Rangsit Irrigation Project should seriously take the law to compel the
intruders to move out of the buffer zone and meanwhile collaborate with government
agencies to find some new places for those people.

2) Employing the public participation method to encourage the feeling of the community
that they have to depend on the klong in their way of live and use it in the correct way in
order to sustain the natural resource. The community should be urged to participate in
any activities concerning the klong utilization, for example excavating the klong for the
Department of Fishery to lay the breed of fishes and shrimps into it and let them
naturally grow up. The community then understands the important of the klong in their
way of life and help to sustain it.
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3) Appointing a working group which included the government official, representatives
from private agencies and representatives from the community to consserve the klong.

Long-term measurement

1) Classifying the land utilization and clearly divided each zone. The buffer zone is needed
in order to protect the intruders into the industrial area. The land classification not only
makes the appropriate land utilization but also presents a good view of landscape.

2) Stimulate the subconscious of the community to realize the importance of the klong and
their relationship with this water resource by usually arranging activities among the
people in the community, the government and private agencies continuously.
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