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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the thesis is to conduct a systematic

study on Gandharwas in Sanskrit and Pali literatures.

~ Sansgkrit dats. are gathered primarily from the Rgveda,
/ - A - = - _ -
the Satapatha-Brahmana, the Mahabharata, the Ramayana and

the Puranas, Information from the Pali source-is drawn from

the Buddhist Cenon—and commentariess

In the ?gveda, nc clear description of the nature and
characteristics of the Gandharve is given. The text éhows
that there is conftection betweerithe Gendharvds and the sun
‘and also the ‘rainbow. 'The specific function of the Gandharvas
in the ?gveda is the safeguarding of Soma‘for the gods.

Other sllusions to the Gandharva are in general vague.

7/
In the Satapatha-Brahmana, the Mahabharata, the

Ramayarna and the Puranas, Gandharvas are described in details.



"4 gandharva is semi~-divine and semi-hunan. His' power is

above that of man while his status is below that of the

gods. He is often referred fto in these texts as a musician
in heaven and in nd is required to
accompany the gods everywhere, ; 'a skilled warrior.

es, he is often

'fu} women_fqr

In Palil 1i ¥ wdharva is a musician to

the gods wit
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