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THESIS TITLE ¢ Modal Expression in Thai
NAME A ¢ Miss Phornthip Phatranawig
DEPARTHMENT : The Thai Language

ACADEMIC YEAR : 1971

ABSTRACT

It is the aim of this thesis to study the characteristics
of every kind of modal jexpression dan the Thai language and to-

find out the type ofisentence in which each kind of mode appears.,

A study oflthe everyday conversation of people who use the
I

Bangkok dialect prowvided ‘the data-included in the work.

The thesis has shown that modes . in Thal may be clasSified‘
into twelve kinds according to their meaning, and that these
twelve kinds may be divided into>two groups on the basis of sen~
tence type. One-group-contains—two-modesy-the-indicative and the
negative, and these appear in only one type of.sentence. The
other group contains ten modes which express persuasion, sugges-
tion, request, prohibition, command, probability, condition,
assertion, advice and question, and these may appear:in f@é types

of sentence,

The thesis is divided into five chaptens.. The first chapter
is "an introduction stating the scope and purpose of this thesis.,
The second chapter deals with word-classes relevant to modal ex~

pression in the Thai language. The third chapter deals with the



definition and the classification of modes and the types of

sentence relevant to modal expression in the Thai language. The

ription of each of the

twelve modes. It is divid o tub. s: the first dealing

with those modes which appear i &sentence only, and

| ——

the second dealing wi those a. whieh may appear in two
‘ - | nclusion. In it,
it is suggested th;~‘ 1;;",v‘ s ear  "   “;|éonducted on
the semantic differcdCes’ am 8 01 > le> ~-l ‘ems and the

' is also suggested

which may appear
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together to express S ‘itences in which

more than one mode app
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