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ABSTRACT

1

Thé purpose of thié study was to examine media reéeiving
_behavior'that afféct the adoption of coffee_gréying among coffee
growers in Phato Sub-bDistrdict, Chumphon Province. A major -
emphasis -of this research wes to find out whether message
r?ceptions_from different types of media -- mags,interperscnal
and specialized -- differeﬁtly~affect the adbption of coffee
growing among the growers,.The effects of the growers'eéonomic
status,level of edﬁcation and socia1 status on theif coffee
growing inhovation-decision periods were alsb examined. | v

The subjects of this study were 150 coffee growers
liviﬁg in Phato Sub-District, Chumphon Provih;e. Their'selection

was based on a simple }andom:sampling technique.'A11 of the
selected subjects were individually interviewed according to the
pre-arranged questionaire. The research design was of a one-

shot descriptive type. Déta analyses were manually carried out.



The results of the study were as follows :

1. Message receptions from.dlfferent communlcation
‘media yielded different effects on the adoptlon of coffee
grow;ng. Interpersonal media were the most effective, and
specialized media the second most, effecbives

2. Growersewith high economic\status adopted coffee
growing significantdy faster than growers with low economic
status.

3. Growens with/ high level of education adopﬁed
coffeé growing significantly faster than growers with low
level of educations | |

&, Elite goffee growers adopted coffee growing
signiflcantly faster than non-ellte growerss.

5. Growers who were members of the Farmers
Association aﬁoptéd coffeegrowing significantly»fasternthan
noﬁ—member Erowers. . .

The étudy showed that mass media did not have aﬁy_
effect on the adeption of coffee groﬁing among growers;
whereas specialized mediarhad some efféct. In“addition to.
being the most:effectiye media in inducing the growers to adopt
the innovation,"interpersonal media were also the most frequently
mentioned sourae oOf informationiafter the, innovation had-been
adopted. The study also showed that neighbours were the . most

important aource of information and influence both before and

after the adoption of coffee growing.
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