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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to survey éxisting moral
reactions of pupils, teachers and parents to economic behaviors of
others and to compare moral reactions among different groups according
to six independent variables : sex, status, religion, family occupation,
urbanity and region. The subjects were 2,834 pupils iﬁ Prathomsuksa 6,
Mathayom 3, Mathayomsuksa 5, teachers and parenfs from Bangkok, the
Central, Northern,.Southern and Northeastern regions. They were
selected through a nulti=stage-sampling method; The résearch instruments
were questionnaires for biographical data and the Moral Reaction Scale
which was developed By the researche; and others based on Osgood and
others' Semantic_Differential Scale and Triandis' Behavioral Differential
Scale. The data|were presented in éerm of 95% confident intervals of

means and were analyzed by using one-way analysis of varience and

Scheffe's method of ypairwise, comparisons. Results'indicated that':

1. Pupils, teachers and parents would show positive moral
reactions and would not show negative moral reactions to three behaviors

almsgiving, independent work and self sacrifice for the common good.

2. Pupils, teachers and parents might show positive moral

reactions and might not show negative moral reactions to seven behaviors



equal distribution of goods, working as employees, refraining from
taking others' property, distribution of goods according to needs,
distribution of goods according to abilities, lending money to others

and loaning money to others.

‘3. Pupils, teachers and parents were not certain to show positive
moral reactions and might not show negative'moral reactions to borrowing

money from others.

4., Pupils, teachers and parnets were not certain to show
positive moral reactioms and were not certain to show negative moral
reactions to occupations which, although ‘legal, are prohibited in

Budhist religion.

5. Pupils, teachers and parents might not show positive moral

reactions and might show negative moral reactions to stealing.

6. Pupils, teachers and parents would not show positive moral
reactions and might not show negative moral reactions to three behaviors:
illegal occupations; which are also prohibited in Budhist religion,
raising price of goods in the time of shortage and refraining from

preservation of the common goods.

7. The different groups of pupils, teachers and parents
according to .dindependent variablés : region, /status, urbanity, sex,
family occupation and religion showed «significant different moral
regctions (at .05 level or beyond) to 13, 10, 9547, 6 and 1 behaviors,
respectively. | These'differences wexre, quantitative, however, and every
grouping of subjects according to each independent variable showed moral

reactions, wheather positive or negative, in the same direction.
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