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. Actualily, all the mmst essential features of programmed
instruction have, for a decade or more, been part of the
linguistically oriented classes which are common in the field
of teaching Erglish as a second language.

The linguistic long azo convinced us English tecachers
that we must meticulously analyze the subject matter to be
taught and lay it out in a great number of small steps; we
called them sentence patterns, It has been an article of faith
among us, &5 among the programmers, that these steps must be

arranged’ ili-a-carefuldy-organised-seguence based on clearly
defined ¢criteria., Our instructional aims are. not the

acquisition-of knowledge, but what the programmers call terminal

behavior, which we refer to as mastery of structures to the
point of attonmatic praduction,
The champions of programmed instruction insist that a

student's corréct responses must receive immediate reinforcement

through the gatisfaction he gains from having. the correctness
of his answers guickly confirmed; the likelihood of incorrect
respoluses 1s therefore usually reduced to nearly zero in
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prograrcmed material. Similorly, the supcrior Englié% teacher
tries to minimize the possibility of error by choosing drill
types in which the desired response is pract&cally inevitable,
at least in the early staoge of instruction.!
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