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ABSTRACT

As a poiitical institution, the Thai monarchy has always been
highly dynamic. Throughout history; this traditional establishment has
continuously reformed itself and modified its position in order to secure
its proper place in the Thai“society. One such great reformation of the
monarchical institution, which may be taken as a first step towards
modernization, took place durimg the time of King Mongkut, the fourth
King of the Chakkri dymasty. At that time when Thailand beginning to
feel the pressure of western colonialism, the reform initiated by King
Mongkut not only saved the country from outright domination by foreign
powers, butlalso zreatly influenced the future policy formulation, both
internal and external, of his successcr.

Based on.the, analysis of his life, his works.and his career, this
study attempts to trace the origin and developmeént of King Mongkut's
political thought, with special emphasis on how it might have inspired

the changes that has taken place thereafter. The study concludes that



King Mongkut's "comservative' policical attitude, which was formed during
his early years, underwent quite a change when, seeing that his legal
claim to the throne was denied, he spent his next 27 years of self-imposed
exile in the monkhood. During his time in the Buddhist Sangha, King
Mongkut had the opportunity that no other kings had ever had to learn .
about social reality and thejoutside vorld. Fe, thus, was able to form
his own idea as to what the obligation of the king towards his subjects .
and the country should be. Upon his ascendency to the throne, he put
these new ideas into practiée. As a result, Thailand's foreign policy
chanzed from that.of isolationism, i.e., reluctance from msking any
agreement with western countries to that of‘aécommodating the demands of
foreign powers. At the same time, the strategy of playing off one
foreign power against another ‘through diploﬁafic means was developed.
Iﬁternaily; King HMongkut began the long process of centralization with
the goal of making the momarch the supreme source of political power. -

He also led his supporters in embracing modern sciences and other western
technology. Yet despite z11 these modern looking gestures, he showed no
signs of moving away from his basic belief, in the rule of absolute
monarchy based on the Buddhist ideal of 'Dharmaraja'’. He only made his
rule as & Dhaimaraija clpser to his subjects than any of his predecessors
ever .did. Certain sociological.and political. limitations, however,

made it difficult for'all his ideas to'be carriedlout. It took his
successcr, Kiag Chulalongkorn, nearly all his life to accomplish what he

had begur.
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