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ABSTRACT

This theels aims at studying and analyzing the sendihg of
Thai students abroad for education from 1868 - 1932 durlng the
period of modernizlng ‘the country in earnest under - Klng Chulalongkorn's
reign to the 1932 Revolutlon which was largely orlginated and carried
out’ by people who had been educated abroades—~%he Lésearch is done
by studylng the background of the perlod the reasons. for the
neccessity of sending students overseas for further‘studies, the
process of selectlng students, thelr educatlon program, and the

results and problems that had arisengs

The findings of the study are that @uring the period when
Thailand was moderhizing herself; the empleyment of foreigners as
government officials to replace incapable 1oeal persorinel was the

urgent cause ofreending students abroad so that they eould take

places of the foriegners and serve the demand of the cbuntry.



v/ -

After thé reform of thé adminisfrative system in 1892, scholarships
were given to students of every ministry to-continue their studies
in accordance with specific requirements in different fields
espeCially'teacher training, medicine; law, engineering'and the
mi;itary. Therﬁinister of each ministgy had thé‘dﬁty and right to
selectrstudents: The selection was based on several criﬁeria.

Some students Qefe sedectedl agcording to théir_knowledge. but many

scholarships were alse given to sons of high ranking officials as
s . | S NN TTR N ;.

a reward for theip fanmily's mégidiser Ar lai 1 r’ of students were
S 3 " " e T

g !

orrpersonal conducte fhis jaVé-riée to'seVQ;ai nrobYemnsy
the failure of their studies, their poor. conduct, and.the uheQual
Vreatment qf the studenfs_by the ambéssadors anaidfficials in charge
of thgﬁ. ‘ ' | 'VEL' | |

Howeve?; when those students returned to“their home country,

»

7 -

théyvall héd the_opportunity to enter the go#ernmeht;Servicé'and‘

had a role in'ﬁhe éevelcpment of tﬂe céunﬁri,Aaccbrding_fq‘their
knowiedgé and-cépébilifieéa.'éeSidésrgéining:véridus'b;aﬁchéé 6f
tknoWledge, the Thai students educatedfabrqaa wére alsd:éxpo$ed)£o

new pqlitiéél ideasq= This-led to a'ghange df:social values: in Thai
séciety and ﬂltimately, é change in;%he syétem‘oflgovernment in 1S3z,
eyén“thougﬁ we éannot gauge wifh'ce?faiﬁty, thé deptﬁ of“the iﬁfluencg
Which.ﬁestern political £hinkin§\had on Thal overseas studénts; nor

its preportinon among .them.,
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