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ABSTRACT

Mushroom is omne of theAimportanp crops. At first, mushroom was
collected from their natural growing habitats, but with the passing of
time numerous attempts have ‘been made to establish practical cultivation
techniques. Accordingly many kinds of mushrooms can be cultivated for
consumption, and now, because of technical advances, cultivation of
various kinds of/mushrooms:- Jew's Ear Mushroom, Straw Mushroom, The
Black Forest Mushroom, Abélone Mushroom and Oyster Mushroom, has been
expanded to commercial purpose. Ip Thailand, cultivation of Jew's Ear
Mushroom y*Qyster Mushroom,/Indian Qyster Mashroot: and. Abalone Mushroom
is adopted widely=and this ‘is*why thevauthorrealizes' the importance
of the study of cultivation condition, the eost and return ©n' investment
of cultivation of these mushrooms. The resulf of the study ean"be used

as basis data for investors in making decision as well as indication

for the government in providing support, promotion or help to solve



problems which will make mushroom cultivation in Thailand more

progressive in the near future.

This study was carried out with the cooperat;on of the officers-
of the Department of Agricultuie, Ministry Ofngricuiture and: Cooperative.
Data were collected frém Bangkok and some other provinces in the _
neighborhood:- Samutsakorny Samutprakarn and Nakornpatom. Commercial
mushroqm growvers weresinterviewed and related documents and reports

were studied as wells Summary, of the findings are as follows:-

1. In the case of Jew's Ear Mushroom, Oyster Mushroom, Indian
Oyster Mushroom and Abalene Mushroom production of spawn in grain, size
1,0QO bottles/flush/kind of muéhroom, producti 12 flushes/year, initial
investment was 26,800 Bahts, cost of production was 2.2k Béhts per bottle.
In the case of Jeﬁ's Ear Mushroom,,Oystef Mushropm, Indian Oyster Mushroom
and Abalone Mushroom inéculation, size 1,000 bags/flush/kind of:mushroom,
product 15 flushes/year, initial investment was 36,800 Bahts, cost of
production per bag-of-dew's Ear-Mushroom was baht 1.65, Oyster Mushroom
was baht 1.53, Iﬁdian Oyster Mushroom was baht 1.53 and Abalone Mushroom
was baht 1.56. In the case of purchasing inoculation bags of Jew's Ear
'Mushfoom,'Oyster Mushroom , Indian-Oyster Mushroom and Abalone Mushroom for
cultivation, size 1,000 bags/flush/kind of mushroom, Jew's Ear Mushroom's
production 6 flushes/year, Oyster Mushroom's production T flushes/year,
Indian Oystér Mushroom' s “production 5 flusheés/year and ‘Abalene Mushroom's
production U flushes/year, cost of production/Kg. of Jew's Ear Mushroom
was baht 10.84, Oyster Mushroom was baht 11.19, Indian Oyster Mushroom

was baht 12.32 and Abalone Mushroom was baht 1T7.59.



2. The result from the analysis revealed that the.return-
on investment of cultiﬁation of Jew's_Edr Mﬁshroom, dyster Mushroom,
IﬁdianAOyster MUshroom_and Abalone.Mhshrbom fbr commefcial.pﬁrposeé
was satisfactor&. The ‘Rate of Retﬁrn on Saleé; Rate of Return on

Investment and Payback Period were as foilbws:

Production of Mushroom's Mushroom's

Spawn . Tnoculation . Cultivation
Rate of Return on Sales 12% 10.47% 14.68%
Rate of Return om Investment 81.68% - 4L6.48% 80.06%
Payback Period 1 yr.e3 most 2 yrs. 2 mos. 1 yr. 3 mos.

3. Investment in production of spawn and mushroom'é
cultivation are more ihtereéting: financially, for inﬁeétoré than
inoculation, because of bebter Rate .of Retﬁin 6h Saleés_Rate of Return
on Investment and Payback Period, but production ofvspawn haé a lot of

limitation concerning production and selling condifion, so the bést

activity to invest in is mushroom's cultivation.

However, the producers of Jew's Ear Muéhroom, Oyster‘Muéhroom,
Indian Oyster Mushroom.and Abalone Mushrbom for commercial purposes’
still havé to| face many obstacles and problems on productioh, marketing,
competition, scarcity of source of fund, lack of coordination among
the, governmentsagencies responsible for aiding mushroom-growers and
insufficient 'solidification.of. groups of prodﬁceré; The'recommendations
are thus put féiwafd for the goﬁernﬁent‘ahd related agencies to help
promote and disseminafe technical knowledge on-producfion to mushroom
groweré, assist in locating markets, providing sufficientﬁsupply of

sources of fund as well as sincere encouragement in all respects.
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