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ABSTRACT

The purpose/of this thesis ig to determine why the voting
turnouts of certain districts of Thailand are extremely high, Along with
the survey, their political khowledge and political attitﬁdes, and

the administration of the election were also carefully investigated.

The scope of the research was limited to Paatew District of
Yasothon Province in the general election of 1979. The sample list
was composcd of 400 voters, selected by systematic .sampling techniques.
However, only-231 voters were available for interviecws. The other 169
voters specified in the sampling list had either changed their residence
or passed away. The data were derived, from the interviews and related

elaction documents.

The findings are as follows:
1. People voted because they were "mobilized! than. for

qutonomous' reasons.



U

~In addition, the_research showed that the candidates and
the candidates persuaders (Hua Khanaen) are not the most influential
in mobilizing the people to votes Instead, the village headmen and
Tambol headmen were the most influetial in motivating people to vote.
The candidates' pérsuaders (Hua Khanaen ) have partially accounted
for the mobilization. The methcods which the candidates and their
persuaders used to mobilize people primarily consist of speeches by
or on behalf of the,candidate and promises to provide funds: for

village development .

2.In general ,/ the political knowledge of voters was generally

low, lower than tne rational average.

Besides, /(this research found that men in general nad mére
political knowledge thau women. Younger voters showed more political
knowledge than older ones. People living in sanitary districts
(Sukhapipan) "showed more political khowledge than those iiving outside
sanitary dist¥ict areas, and the higher educated voters showed more
political khowledge than the lower ones. In this study we found
that voters in the sanitary districts were more optimistic about the
Thai politics than thoseroutsides  Diffenenced in residence and
occupation rather than in sex, ! age'and educational backgrounds

|
account forthis difference dn optimism,

e i gt T
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Notably, wvoters in public services and public enterprises

were less of optimistic than were farmers and businessmen,

ound to be one of the

w
g
&
o
=
<
(o]
t

2
+h

factors '"mobilizing" peopl o ing administration in

Paatew was well prepared, ar @1 ered, especially

in regard to the and lists of
eligible voters sk ‘x~ ible for ensuring
that eligible vo \ each village by the

village headmen.
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