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ABSTRACT

This is a studylof [the Social Mopility of Thai Students
under the King'!s Scholarships for. Overseas Studies during the Reigns
of Rama VI and VII, The Objeetive of this research is to study the
intergencrational social mebidity of the King's scholarships
students and the dmiportant factors affecting the social’mobility of

these students,

Since.the number of Thai students under the King's
scholarships during the‘period of stﬁdy is very small and limited,
case study analysis has been used. This research is mainly /based on
historical data, interviews with these Kingts students and the

completed questicnnaires,
The Thesis is divided into five chapters,

The first chapter deals with the background of the problem;

related researches, its objectives, its scope and method; its results



as well as its defects.

The second chapter is concerned with the concept of social’
mobility in Thai society and overseas education of King Chulalongkorn's

SOINS o

The third chapter.welates the origin of the King 's scholarship;
the rules and regulations, #erious ideas of the scholarship committees;

some changes of King JWs scholarShip !'s regulations in the reign of

Rama VII and the role 0f Thai students! advisors.

In the fourth chapter the' case studies of King 's scholarships
students are presented., It is fouﬁd that these students have been
socially mobile agd promoted because of their foreign degrées} They
came .-from various backgrounds end families,:some from upper class,
scme from upper middle class, and some from, lower middle class families.
Hoﬁever, it proves that the background and thé aseribed status are
not so important;-the-intelligencs, the ability and thehhonesty as
well as persevererce are the assets of these persons to be upwardly
mobile. The education,.especially from abpoad, is a vVery important
legitimate awenue of their.social nobility., They, were_ all bureaucrats

who had worked |effectivély end|achieved acceptable social (status,

The.fifth chapter.is.a conclusion .together with suggestion:
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