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ABSTRACT

This thesi® repregents an attempt to study the government's
economic policy towards West Coasf Provinces during the reign of
King Chulalongkorn. Main emphasis will beron the causes, objectives,

methods, and achievements.

From the historical background, +he Wemst Coast ‘area
was important because of its suitable location and rich natural
resources such as tin etc, Therefore the areca was a major source of
the government's revenue. But there were, hdwever, many underlying
causes thch affected the government's profi® stch as the Buropean
imperialismy; the tax~farming monopoly of the proﬁincial government,
problems of tin-mining management and Chinese labourers, land utiliza-
tion for agricultural purposes, the monetary system and the| lack of

prorer trade policy.,

In the reign of King Chulalongkorn, the government had to

increase it's revenue .to support the modernization policy. In order



to achieve this policy, centralizstion was the first necessary step

to be taken. Phya Thiphyakosa wag the first Thesaphiban who successfully

Ut

conducted the centralization of teax—fFfarming and decreased the provinciel
governor's powerful mondpolyc Put after his retirement,. the second nnd
the third Thesaphibans: Phya Narisrachakit and Phya Warasitseveevat,
didn't proceed any novelty.because they had no feal power base in thesge
regions, Moreover, their working terms were short——about two yesrs.

The situation slightly improved when'Phya Rachadanupradith was appointed
a8 Thesaphiban. Hefwas ja member-of the Na—Ranongs'familj, one of the
powerful féﬁilies ig thie region. He was irnterested in adapting the
British development project.in the Streits Settlements for South West
Coast Provinces, In thig period, the government was not only interested
in pessing laws and orders for tin«ﬁining, but also beginning o
develop agricultural land for better utilization,.building of
infrastructure networks, trade policy and improving monetary system.
Thesé changes were influenced by the suspicion of the British inter-
vention which occured in the Malay States,; including the atlacks of
British newspapers and money lenders who had economic interests in
South-West Coast Provinces. Phya Rachadapupradith was able to served
the government's policy very well, Nevertheless, it was quite obvious
~that neither the government.nor the Thesaphiban really.planned for

any long=term development projecti it was! just immediate responses

to inside or outside pressures and the success @&epended on Theur—

phibanta individunl ability.



To conclude, it could be summed up that the overall: policy

was quite successful in strengthe » the centralization of tox-—

irect intervention in

these provinces, on thc ot ment paid little

interest in the expa of ex ) ‘raders had to depend

on the British ports: o nge hi;hfauued the Britisgh
merchants to indi - : ; e Cono \ 118 region.Besides,

there was no pla i 0 g . - : t or increase

provinces changed ve : ndeed \RH:H\H

This thesis nnyyn > only w 1e ubsequent study

h e of these

of the economic polieg; {ing Chula ; government but also
L 5 . N

for the comparative st nces economic development,
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