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Abstract

iﬁ is the purpcse of this"theéié to conduct a study on the
traditignal beliefs @ respecting elephants by collectiﬁg‘data pertinentr
to thém from Sanskrit énd Pali 1itefary works. The .Sanskrit
sources include in particular *the Mahabharata, the _RSmEyana and
the Puranic literature, wheréas the' “Pali sources - cover the

Buddhist canon and important Commentaries. -

The thesis is dev;ded.rintg- 4 ;;aptééé. The first is
introductory, fétating thei topic —of the thesis and the reéearch
method .adopted. The‘ second"chapfer. deals with ;he ‘importance of-
elepha;ts in Sanskrit and pali literatﬁreé. The” third chapter
gives the roles —of': lgading elephants ~ in the afotementioned

literatures. The s fourth s chapter givesy a contlusion and suggestion’

for furthur“research;
It is| found  that idea | on elephants | as found in Bali and -
Sanskrit literar& works may 1in general be traced back to more

ancient religious beliefs. In Sangkrit literature, elephants are

N



referred to as vehicles of gods. Hence elephants which are
st#tioned one on each diréction, have the froles of protecting
and ﬁaintaining the world. The Adiravana elephant helps the god
Indra in giving beneficient rains to sthe world. Thé elephant-
headed god G;qeéa is believed to give protections to travellers,

and grants success to _his worshipper.

In Pali 1literature, . ideas concerning elephants follow the
Buddhist teaching im genmeral. Their stories discorage evil acts,
encourage god deeds Jand promote purification of thoughts. The
stories follows_ closely the Karma bglief that good or evil deeds

will produce results similars. in  nature,

Beliefs concerning elephants in Sanskrit and Pali

literature play important .roles in Thai- literature, Society and

other "aspects .df HTH;i—'Ehiiufe;‘ ~especially - in - the. WThaiW__grpst_-
Indra omn hi; Airavana elephant 1is a common theme and can be
found in paintings;~—Sculpture —and —carvings: ~Study on elepﬁants
not ogiy "gives us wider knowledge of Indian culture but better

understanding of our own Thai tradition.
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