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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study how is the problem
of incompatibility befween free will and determinism in Karl
Popper's view-point fogetber with his proposal in solving this
problem and whether caun Popper satisfactorily solve the problen

by his proposal or not.

The. rasult of the research exposed that. for Popper, the
doterminism which is incompatible with free will or freedom of
man is the so called physical determinism. The thesis of physi-
cal determinism ds.so consistent that it can be predictable to
be falsé. But the thesis of determinism which is discussed by
most philosophers or psychologists is so very vague that it is
not. falsifiable and perfectly compatible  with physical“indeter-
minism which is held (to be diametrically opposite to physical
determinism, Popper calls this kind of determinism a philoso-
phical or psychological determinism. And he proposed that this

.should not be tezken into consideration while discuésing about



the problem of incompatibility between determinism and free will
or freedom of man, What has to be considered is the problem of

physical determinism,

However, Popper said thab physical determinism can be used
to explain the events to a certain degrec. The thesis of determi-
nism cannot be usedrtossatisfactorily explain some events, especial-
ly the deliberategdecisions or the rational actions of men., To
explain these human actions, Popper proposed to exert the new evolu-
tion theory. He stressed on the point that man has developed the
method of problem-solving continually, sc that it is perfectly
different from the animal's,  The main point in solving problem
which mskes man very different from animal is ability to use
language as the descriptive and argumentative language, With
this ability, man is mere quickly progressive than animal, Man
can consider carefully and deliberately beforg making decision.

The deliberate action of man is the so called the rational action
and to act upon rationality is to aect upon freedom, So, in this
sense, the frecedom is limited in some aspect-the aspect of validity

and truth.,

According to this research, we may éonclude that Popper
solved the problem by pointing out thatithe physical ‘determinism
cannot explain the freedom of maﬁ. For. the free actien of man,
we have to explain by the new theory of evolution., Physical
determinism can be used to a certain degree. It is said that

the freedom of man really exists. A man can act freely upon his



peason or deliberation. With this explanation, we may say that

Popper really succeeds in sol

¢+ the problen.

understand his theory of ledge and the of evolution, we
also understand h out the life, and human-
beings, that 1 ophical system

thoroughly.,
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