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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a study of political, economic and socio=-
logical conditions dn Thailand during World War II (BsB. 2482 =
B.E. 2488). This was an important period for Thailand.- As almost
all the Countries ©Over the world toek part in that world war;
Thailand, one of the/smallest countries, inevitably participated
in it. -

The world war alteréd Thailand inh many different ways and
edged Thailand mearer and Nearer to a dictatorships The war was
the starting-point of the Thai Military Government under the
leadership of His Excellency Field Marshall P. Pibulsongkram

against that of Mr. Pridi Phanoﬁyong, the chief civilian leader.

The course_and policy of this Government in'Jeading our
nation and limiting the damage which she suffered from the Japanese
and the small group of Thai leaders that conducted Thailand's

underground movement is also treated.

The.penetration of the Japanese troops into Thailand was
not as serious as it might have beene In fact, the Japanese did
not interfére with‘the S§vereignty of Thailand, though economically
the Japanesé troopgf&hailand were, responsible for a sevefe inflation,
inrour country: “Prices skyrockete&\to a level unknown before and
there was no opportunity for Thailand to return to her pre-war
standard. Socially, the Government under Field‘Marshall Pibule
songkram tried to prescribe a really modern way of life among the

Thai people.



k|

In the study of the Thai conditions during the period of
World War II, including politics, economic and sociology, one
must look to the gradual changes for the better. This partieular
thesis also covers the comparative conditions during the last great
war between Thailand and its neighbouring countries. The data in
bearing on this subject are still ipcompleterand tentative. The
writer has tried to find cuf some reliable'documents from the
library of the National Assembly, the library of the Department
of the Seeretary-Geméral of the Council of Ministers, the National
Library, the Central @ibrary of Chulalongkorn University as well as
that of the Thamasart Univérsity, The primary documents are as
follows: official noticés, different Acts as printed in the
Government Gazette and/agenda records.  Moreover some newspapers
and magazines published din that period, together with many records
and notes written by the government offdicials who were involved

in the events in that epoch have. been consulted,

The first chapter dgals with the general politieal, economie
and social conditions of Thailand before World War II. The second
is concerned with the implefmenitation of the Thai foreign policy,
especially in connection with the stationing of the Japanese troops
in Thailand .and tW& Japanese proposal to establishythe Co-Prosperity
Sphere in Fast Asias The third relates the internal administration
of Thailand during the War- of Greater East Asia.  The actions of
the Thai leaders show.that they endeavoured to alleviate its bad
results. The! fourth deals-with ;the,changes of, the way .of life of
Thai peoEle as well as those of:the economic conditions. The fifth
is a treatment of the political,_eqonomic and social life in Burma,
Malaya and Freneh Indo-China before and durdfig the Second World
War. . The conclusibn is a comparison of these conditions oif Thai-

land with those of the three countries.
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