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Abstract

This thesis #&ntadls a baseline study on the impact of
the Thai Government's/Concerted effort to uplift the standard
.of living of Thai férmers.through the. provision of comparatively
" cheap agricultﬁfal credit by the Government's agricultural credit
institution‘known as the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural

Coaperatives (BARAC).

The BAAC,.established in 1966 as a Government Enterprise
under the jurisdietion of the Ministry of Einancé, has as 1its
primary aim to provide.assistance in the fbrm of loans in order
to increase the incdmes=generating capacity of bona fide farm
Families,'ﬂgricultdral Cogperatives, and Farmers Associations,

A basic premise of this thesis is that governmental peclicies

contermifig the upliftment-of thes Thai«farming.cemmupity remaln
vague and unprecise thereby conributing  tol the [ihability of
governmental agencies and ifstitutions to perform their

designated functions in strict conformity with gowefnment policy,

BAAC's agricultural credit operations are a case_in'point.,



In the absence of clearly defined policy directions, BAAC is -
confronzéd with difficulties vis a uis fixing credit volumes,
spatial cxpan31on, targattlng groups of farmers, and supporting
agricultural occupatlons promoted by the concernad gouernment

agencies,

' The focus ofthisg8tudy is ta evaluate the sucoess of
the Thai government's strafegy to alleviate poverty and improve
farm incomes through he timely and egguitable provisioﬁ of
agricultural credit throﬁgh the éAAC. Due accord is given %o
the nature of problems f;cing Thai farmers, and the scape, the
implementation, and fha impaci of BAAE‘s-agricultural credit
operations amongst farmeés isilprogressive, semi - progressive,
and poverty areas of the Kingdom, Moreaver possible solutions
to problems and Eonstraints facing the BAALC are recommended
in an endeavow+fd enabls the BAALC to more effectively pursue
" its poverty alleuiatioﬁ gﬁal,'and to more realistisally play

its agricultural development role, in close accordance with

policies defined by government,
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