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The thesis i8 thel quicomg ©f a research onrthe
Apsarases and th€ir golesin "SanskKrit literature. Data and
other references emploved in the research are gathered from

4 - - - - -
the Rgveda, Satzpathe Brahmaene, MNahabharata, Ramasyana and
. . R
from the bulk of Purenic literature,, In the Vedic literature,
they are basically anthrcpomnorphic representationé of natural .
nhenomena. Their attribuies, however, gradually change, and
by the time the Kavya end Purenic literature were populsr, an
Apsares had zlready become a2 mythelogical being. She is in
that cless of literature a beauiiful woman in form, but endowed
with a2 degree of supernatural power far sbove mortals. These
Apsarases, occasionally ‘have to be‘assoeliasved with worldly
beings, especially when they are assigned tc become wives of
human kings or of asceticismHﬁrone RsisgJs="In general, the
5 .

durations oftthedr sssociation with these beings are predeter-

mined, and they usually return to their proper abode after the



delivery of their first child.

The thesis is divided into five chapters. The first

is introductory. The sccond deals witih the origirc of #pesarases

and their clessification ing aiviks and the Laukika.

The third chapier gives nts o f arious roles of the

>

with those

o

\psarss

o
)]

N

tact with, such
as Devas, Gandha eings. Their
functions to these i ' ~ ; ::L‘j to in details, as
an Lpsaras may as r, an attendant,
or a wife. Chaptez 4 ' E ‘{;7"‘ ]  ;‘f‘>t-ﬁpSaraSes in
Sanskrit iiter
Ghrtaci of the T ilottama, Alambusa
‘ A .
and hdrikz of the ‘ g clas . s the comclusion

where & suggestion fc also given.
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