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ABSTRACT

The purposeé of this, thesis is to study Thai.words or word
groups used as idiomagic expressions: to study their cémponents,
functions and meanings.

The data were collected from books, magazines periodical and
newspapers and from conversation between .. . . ., .. s friends and
other people. The method used in this study is the cumparison of words
or word groups in ordinary.language with those used as idiomatic
expressions,

The thesis has shown that a Thai idiomatic/ expression may be
composed of a word, a phrase or a sentence. The phrase structure of
Thail idiomatic expressions may or may not be like that in ordinary
langudage . Their function/in Senteénces are of three types: as a
single constituent, as two constituents, Or as three constituents°

They can be divided according tofameaning into three types.
Those having only one function in a senteﬁce, those having two
functions and those having three functions,

They can be grouped with regard to their meaning and reference

° .

into four kinds: metaphorical, figurative, homonymic, and that derived

from literature and other aspects of culture.



Tne thesis is organized into 5 chapters. The first chapter

is an introduction stating the scope and the purpose of this thesis.

Tne second chapter deals w omponents of words or word groups

pter deals with their

édeals with their meanings,

is suggested that to

functions in sent

The last chapter

understand more eanings of Thai

_idiomatic expres d to study their use

in various situa
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