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This dissertation aims o Stut * sacred power transmission of the Mor
Yao, folk healers, anc fent) : pas reflected in Yao Liang Phi ritual, a
ritual of worshippirig™He"gtdat sk spifits " téspected by the Phu Thai people. The
ritual is also the veRte annual gatk .n #of all Phu Thai folk healers. Field

research was congd
district, Mukdahan psé
and in-depth in

S gnyang sub-district, Nong Sung
‘}a J n atmn in the Yao Liang Phi ritual

'1‘?

The studyfreveaigithat there fretwo kinds of sacred power transmission. The

first is the transmisglonfoff the gucred power\thre sugh maternal descent line and the

second is the transffiisglor o 't 4 Gertain yitual ealled, Yao Khum Phi Ok ritual. To
obtain and sustain thg'sagr m g power, the lk healers need to perform the Yao
Khum Phi Ok ritual*Torfihresioénseciliibe yeats. The patients who recover from their
sicknesses may decidefo it -saeredpower from their healers and become Mor
Yao themselves. In that case ient. will become /uk muang, or disciples, and
the Mor Yao will be 1 ang, or “‘mother.” Their relationship will be

like children and n ; patients do. 4oy want to become luk muang,
instead, they will ol far|Yao and is called luk liang or
“adopted childm@ rec er transmission, therefore, form
the network of Pliu Thai Yao ritual practitioners, mmﬂng of mae muang, luk muang
and [uk liang.

TV TR TETT - —

are the re]:ﬂtstntatmn of the batﬂc between Phi Thaen spirits, the great sky spirits,
and the a:&m who are bélieved to caue the sickness. ®Ritual objects and ritual

R
so It al, been transmitted

in Phu Thai culture f'c-r centuries, helps maintain the identity of the Phu Thai people.
The ritual reminds them of their own ancient history that the Phu Thai communities
used to be ruled by the rulers and that the Phu Thai society has their own social norms
and religious system. Furthermore, the Yao Liang Phi ritual reflects the relation
between Phu Thai religious belief and Phu Thai folk healing tradition.
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