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ABSTRACT

The purpose ©f this study is to examine the differences
between urban and rural areas of Thailand with respect to

fathers?' aspirations for their sons'® educational attainmente

The data used in this study were taken from the National
Longitudinal Survey of Social, Economic and Demographic Change
in Thailand that was conducted by the Institute of Population
Studies, Chulalongkorn University in April - May 1969 and 1970,
Data colléé¢tion was done by administering gquestionnaires to
male heads of household, who-had sons between 6-~12lyears old.
Data was collected from thesé men on the youngest son injythis

age bhracket.

It was found in this study that fathers in urban areas
have higher aspirations for their sons' educational attainment

than fathers in rural areas. The majority of urban fathers



wanted their sons to continue studying beyond grade 7. Others

wanted their sons to continue studying as long as they could.

The majority of rural father, on the other hand, wanted
their sons to stop after completing grade 7. Some, however,

did want their sons#t6 continue studying beyond grade 7e

Considering Bemographic factor : in all age groups, a
higher percentage of #father who. Tived in urban areas wanted
their sons to go beyond grade .7 than did fathers who lived in

rural areaSe

The fathers/in thé age group 15-~29 in urban areas
aspired to have their sons finish higher than urban fathers in
age group 30-34 and 50 = pluse Fathers in the age group 1529

in rural aspired to have -their sons finish only grade 7.

About 'the number of living children was, it found that
in urban areas a higher percentage of fathers with large or
small numbers of children respectively, wanted their sons to
finish beéyond grade (7\higher than did ;fathersswith, large or

small numbers of “children 'respectively, in-rurallareas.

A higher percentage 6frurban fathersnwith few children
wanted their sons to'finish beyond grade % than did urban £athers
with many children. More rural fathers with many children wanted
theiz sons to only complete grade 7, compared to féther with few

childrene



Y

Considering how the desire for additional children is
related to the fathers'! aspiration for their sons' educational
attainment : there was no difference in educational aspiration
for sons for urban fathers who wants more children compared to
those who didn't want.mere. But|in rural areas, there was some

difference in aspipation#for, these two classes of fathers.

Considering migration : urban fathers' aspiration for
their sons! educational attainment did not differ depending on
whether they had ever migrated or note In rural areas, however,
three times as many fathers who had migrated wanted their sons

to go beyond grade /7 than didl fathers who had not migrated.

Considering econemic factors ¢ it was found that the
same percentage of rural fethers who were govérﬁment officials2
sales workers, craftman, and in service occupations prefered
their sons to finish higher than garde 7 as urban.father in the
same occupations. Fathers in agriculture in urban areés wanted
their sons to finish_higher than grade 7, but fathers in agri-
culture A rural wanted their sons to finish only grade 7 or
jess. Inlboth urban and rural places, skilled workers wanted

theip sons to.finish higher than unskilled workerse.

'Considering socio-economic status : a larger percentage
of urban Ffathers with high socio-economic status wanted their
sons to finish higher education than did’ fathers of average or

lower socio-economic status. Fathers in rural areas of lower



socio~economic status wanted  their sons continue beyond grade 7

less thzn who had average or higher socio economic statuse.

As far as educational attainment of fathers 1s concerned,
it is found that in urban places the proportion of fathers who
attained higher than grade 7 themselves and who wanted their‘
sons to finish highergthan grade 7 was the same as their coun-
terparts in ruradl areas.y But urban fathers with less than 7
years of schoolingftypically had aspirations for their sons?!
education beyond grade 7, while rural fathers with less tBan

7 vears of schooling did not,

In both urban and rural places, it was found that the
fathers who had a higher devel of education had a higher level

fn
cf aspiration.

Considering exposuré to mass media ¢ it was found that
urban fathers exposed and not exposed to mass media wanted their
sons study to a higher level of education than did rural fathers.
Fathers exposed to,mass media ,(newspapery book.radio _.and tele-
vision) wanted their Sons to.attain(a higher level of{leducation

than did fathers who were not exposed.
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